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Clubs push for lights on 


Police clean up the scene after a crash that ended fatally on Labor Day of this year. | 


Heritage Month from 
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, 2005 
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110 and 495 offramp 


Another crash ends 


fatally at the hands 
of traffic confusion 
By DustTIN Luca 

Editor 


Recent accidents in the general 
Vicinicy of rte. 495's northbound exit 
52 off-ramp on Amesbury Road in 
Haverhill, one proving to be fatal, are 


causing clubs on campus to push hard- 
er for the addition of traffic lights at 
the problematic intersection. 

The stretch of rte. 110 that features 
two on-ramps onto rte. 495 and two 
off-ramps off of it has a history of 
causing traffic problems in both direc- 
tions, where automobile accidents are 
considered a regular occurrence. In 
the past, the Contemporary Affairs 
Club and _ representatives of 
MassPIRG have equally worked to try 
convincing the city to install traffic 


lights at the intersection; an action they 
feel would solve the problem. 
“I see all kinds of people going to | 
the fish place and turning around,” | 
said Contemporary Affairs Club 
Faculty Advisor Stephen Russell, | 
commenting on a travel alternative | 
many commuters use to avoid the | 
troublesome intersection. “It's pretty 
bad over there, especially around eight | 
in the morning.” 


See 110 intersection page 5 


Volleyball team wins: 


- 


first regional title in “3 % 
school history 


Work to Rule 
calls it quits 


13-month striking 
effort comes to an 


end with a 37-9 vote 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


After a long run, Work to Rule 
has come to an end. 

Since September 2004, Work to 
Rule was put‘into use as an effort to 
push a pay raise long awaited by 
teachers. Statewide, professors 
involved in the effort, which had an 
impact at 15 colleges across 
Massachusetts, have considered 
going off of Work to Rule. 
Professors at over 10 colleges still 
remain on Work to Rule. 

NECC professors supporting 
Work to Rule voted 37-9 to end Work 
to Rule. 

“We are waiting for the govern- 
ment to assign us our pay increases 
now,” said Peter Flynn, Behavioral 
Science professor and president of 
the NECC Professional Association. 

Still, without a contract approved 
and funded by Goy. Mitt Romney, 
the teachers have yet to receive a 
raise, and if Romney decides to not 
pass through the proposition that 


| Work to Rule has submitted, they 


will be stuck. 

“We don't have a lot of leverage. 
We can’t strike. We did a lot less, and 
other schools were definitely more 
unified,” said George Medelinskas, 
Computer Science professor at 
NECC. “Work To Rule was not ter- 
ribly effective. We would attend 
committees to have them adjourned, 
which would be met to put the com- 
mittees on hold. They would go 
adjourned, and meet anyways to dis- 
cuss what needed to get done.” 

Often, members of Work to Rule 
would attend meetings and, as part of 
their striking effort, immediately 
adjourn them. However, with still 
having work to do within those com- 
mittes, faculty often worked outside 
of the meeting to complete necessary 
tasks. 

“We did not have much creativi- 
ty. We needed to be much more 
proactive in finding different ways to 
put Work to Rule into effect. Part of 
that has to do with our leadership,” 
said Medelinskas. “Work to Rule 
really ended up being much ado 
about nothing.” 

Flynn believes that it was often 
not the leadership, but the Jack of cer- 
tain projects within not being com- 
pleted that hindered the successfull- 
ness behind Work to Rule. 


See Work to Rule page 6 


Eagle Security guard tears down student art 


Decision raises concern 
among faculty about 
First Amendment rights 


By DustTIN LUCA 
Editor 


The recent-removal of a student 
drawing by an Eagle Security guard 
is raising questions among faculty 
and students as to whether the act is a 
violation of the First Amendment or 
if it was necessary due to the drawing 
being considered offensive. 

The art in question, a class 
assignment created by NECC student 
William Taylor, featured an unaffili- 
ated security guard using a computer 
to view ‘www.Por.com’ as a mali- 
cious-looking figure escapes in the 
background. The drawing featured 


the words, “REST ASSURED 
YOUR WORLD IS SECURED” in 
one of its corners. 

According to Cathy Sanderson, 
an English professor at NECC, the 
drawing was the result of an in-class 
assignment where students were 
instructed to choose an article from 
the first issue of the NECC Observer 
and create an editorial cartoon based 
on the chosen article. The drawing 
was based on a cover story about an 
Eagle Security guard that was fired 
after being caught using an Observer 
newsroom computer to view porno- 
graphic material over the summer. 

According to Chief of Security 
Glen Beal, the decision to take down 
the drawing was justified due to it 
being a “slam” at Eagle Security. 

“Tt was bad taste,” said Beal. “It 
shouldn't have been on public dis- 
play.” 

According to Beal, the drawing 
was taken down by a third shift secu- 


rity guard who saw the drawing 
while on a routine walk-through of 
the campus. The guard then placed 
the drawing, with a note stating that 
he found it offensive, on Beal's desk. 
From there, Beal delivered the draw- 
ing to Sanderson, who passed it on to 
Patricia Kidney, professor and coor- 
dinator of the Graphic Arts program 
at NECC, who currently has'the car- 
toon in her possession. 

Tom Priest, an adjunct faculty 
member and instructor of the class 
Taylor drew the cartoon for, feels that 
this action is a direct violation of the 
First Amendment, a notion many fac- 
ulty agree with, and that Eagle 
Security could have gone about other 
ways of arguing against the cartoon. 

“Tt was the wrong way of going 
about things,” said Priest. “They 
could have gone and talked to the 
student, or talked to me... (The 
story) was already public knowledge. 
I didn't feel like it was violating pri- 


vacy or anything.” 

Some faculty can agree with how 
Security found it offensive, but still 
don't agree with the action taken. 

“Tt was derogatory towards the 
security guards,” said Sanderson. 
“But, the student was following the 
assignment. (The drawing) belongs 
to the student. We need to get it back 
to him... There are probably some 
First Amendment issues as_ to 
whether it should be up or not.” 

Sanderson added that if the roles 
had been reversed and a teacher was 
caught viewing pornographic materi- 
al on a school computer, which 
would've had the story and the draw- 
ing based on a teacher instead of a 
security guard, she would have likely 
found it offensive. 

When asked for a comment, 
Taylor was not willing to provide one 
and said he wouldn't until his work is 
returned to him. In the meantime, 
faculty and Eagle Security still con- 


tinue to argue whether the decision to 
take down the cartoon was justified 
or a violation of Taylor's rights as a 
student at NECC. 

In his defense, Beal added that 
the day after the cartoon was 
removed, it was handed back to the 
necessary department heads at their 
request and that the professors them- 
selves are now in control of it. 

“They wanted it back, and they 
got it back,” said Beal. “Whatever 
they do after that—I don’t care.” 

Along with defending the stu- 
dent, many faculty suggest that the 
story behind the cartoon is only 
growing stronger because of the tear- 
ing down of the cartoon. 

“Tf security left it alone, it would 
have gone away,” said Priest. “It was 
a legit cartoon, and it apparently 
worked. It deserved to be on the 
wall.” 
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Student art should 
have stayed up 


It's always ironic when something 
like Security employees or individuals 
of similar composure cause problems 
as opposed to sticking with what they 
should be doing: Resolving problems. 

Two prime examples of this are an 
employee of Eagle Security, NECC's 
hired Security force, using our comput- 
ers to satisfy fetishes that should stay at 
home (speaking of irony...), and then 
another employee taking down the 
work of a student who drew a cartoon 
inspired by the story of the notorious 
porn-peeping guard. 

And in this story of potential 
Freedom of Speech violations, we see 
representatives of Eagle Security, 
namely Eagle's Chief Supervisor Glen 
Beal, highlighting not only bad things 
that Eagle did in dealing with this, but 
also the good things. 

First, the bad: A guard tore down 
student art. The art was put on public 
display for its quality and effective- 
ness, and helps illustrate the best of 
what NECC has to offer (the student, 


not the porn-peeping guard). I guess 
one could argue that an Eagle guard 
taking the cartoon down just goes to 
show how effective it was, but that is 
not the point. The point is that the 
drawing, something that its creator and 
the school should be proud of, was 
instead considered a disgrace for some. 

Then, there's the good side of 
things. The very next day, almost 
immediately after word spread of this 
potential First Amendment-violating 
act, the cartoon was handed over to the 
chair of the Graphic Arts Department., 
which is rightfully where it should 
have gone. Now, the cartoon is where 
it was in the beginning—in the hands 
of a professor. 

Whether the cartoon makes it back 
up onto the wall or not is not yet 
known. Already, somebody has placed 
a photocopy of it on display, which we 
feel is the right thing to do. 

However, the cartoon should have 
stayed on the wall and not been taken 
down. The opinion of a few people 
shouldn't take priority over something 
that everyone else can appreciate. 
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Is the removal of offensive artwork a 


violation of student rights? 


Matt Wheelock, General Studies 


“If it’s a public school, then your 
property is not subject to censorship 
and, therefore, the student has every 
right to keep their work up.” 


Jillian Ternullo, Graphic Design 


“Although this is a public school, and 
it was put up by a teacher, taking it 
back down is their right. However, 
the school should not be allowed to 
keep it.” 


Rob Cook, Business 


“It all depends on the school’s policy. 
If students don’t like it, they can use 
their voice and say something to 
change it.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Giuseppe Larosa, Liberal Arts 


“Remoying artwork gives the school 
a bad rep, and the artist sets a bad 
example for the school. Both people 
deserve what they get.” 


Lewis Sanchez, Business Transfer 


“The school has the right to remove 
artwork. It shouldn’t be allowed at 
school.” 


Gregg Cook, Writing 


“It’s a total violation. And if they 
remove it, the student should at least 
get it back!” 


e 
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Freedom of speech, loss of self-control 


Because a fist to the 
Jaw is the easiest way 
to shut someone up 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


And here I 
thought looking 
at porn was 
bad. 

There may 
have been prob- 
lems with 
members of 
security here at 
Northern Essex 
Community 
College, but 
even more severe problems have risen 
within the security force at Holyoke 
Community College, where guards 
allegedly led an assault on student 
anti-war protesters. In the assault, stu- 
dents felt their freedom of speech was 
attacked. 

On Sept. 29, student members of 
the Holyoke Anti-War Coalition gath- 
ered with signs in the cafeteria to 
protest against military recruiters on 
campus. Despite following all of 
Holyoke’s policies on protesting, they 
soon found themselves under attack 
from both another school organiza- 
tion, the College Republicans, as well 
as campus policemen. 


According to a letter distributed 
by members of the Anti-War Coalition 
at Holyoke Community College, the 
attack began when a protester held up 
a sign reading “Cops Are Hypocrites” 
while standing right in front of a prob- 
lematic officer. According to the letter, 
Head of Campus Security Peter 
Mascaro deemed the sign inappropri- 
ate despite following the rules of 
being handheld, and not attached to a 
stick. Coalition members claim 
Mascaro promptly took it away from 
the student, and when the student 
instinctively reached for it back, the 
officer took this as offensive behavior 
and went to grab the student. This is 
when another protestor ran forward 
and tried to pull the officer off. 
According to the letter, two officers 
dragged the student off and held him 
down. 

It wasn’t until the student was 
totally restrained that he was pepper- 
sprayed in the face. 

While this was all happening, the 
College Republicans cheered the offi- 
cer on from the sidelines. The scene 
was not broken up until state police 
arrived wearing gas masks and riot 
gear. A student who was passing by to 
get a drink of water was greeted with 
a rifle pointed in his face, and an order 
to leave immediately. 

This is a classic example of what 
happens when everyone exercises 
their freedom of speech, but no one is 
saying the same thing. As inappropri- 
ate as the sign may have been regard- 


ing the given situation (protesting 
against military recruiters, not cops) 
the student, under Freedom of Speech, 
still had the right to hold that sign. On 
the flip side, the officer verbally 
insulted members of the Coalition, as 
did the College Republicans, which 
was just as inappropriate, and jeopar- 
dizing to the officer’s professional- 
ism. 

The major difference between the 
groups is that the Coalition never 
went past written words, while cam- 
pus security seemed to believe talking 
with their fists was far more effective. 
Freedom of speech has been a cause 
for confusion ever since it was estab- 
lished. Just how far can the liberty to 
say what you want go, and at what 
expense? 

Holyoke was not the only school 
to experience an incident like this. On 
the very same day, a similar protest 
was being held at George Mason 
University. Tariq Khan, a student who 
had actually served in the United 
States Air Force, was standing near 
military recruiters and handing out 
anti-war pamphlets. Another student 
took offense to this and challenged 
him, resulting in the two calling over 
a campus staff member to remove 
Khan. Khan refused to budge, and the 
staff member called campus police, 
who demanded his identification and 
a permit showing he was allowed to 
be there. 

Khan responded that because this 
particular area of the school was open 


to the public, he was not required to 
carry identification. Also, because he 
was not selling anything or using a 
table (only giving pamphlets to people 
who asked for them) he did not need a 
permit to be there. 

The officers responded to this by 
grabbing him in a headlock, and 
wrestling him to the floor so they 
could slap handcuffs on him. He was 
arrested and taken away. 

Over two hundred students and 
faculty members protested Khan’s 
arrest, and Provost Peter N. Stearns 
announced that he would look into 
police behavior and campus policies 
to make sure they are “compatible 
with free speech.” 

More importantly, everyone has 
the right to free speech in this country, 
and it’s something that has made this 
country great. When I read stories like 
these; when I read about abuse being 
dealt to students who are our coun- 
try’s future decision-makers, 
investors, and innovators, I start to 
feel sick. The same people who see 
the importance of progress and ideas 
in the moderr world are the same peo- 
ple who are being slapped down by 
the government for expressing them. 
It’s easier to defeat an intellectual with 
a rifle than it is with words. 

One of the requirements of being 
an American today is a venomous 
hatred for terrorists. And where do 
you think these terrorists come from? 
From dictatorships, from totalitarian 
regimes, from backwards, unprogres- 


sive countries where women are 
stoned to death for showing their 
faces. Journalists, possibly the great- 
est advocates for free speech, are 
being executed everyday in Iraq. In 
these dictatorships, everything is con- 
trolled by the government, and that 
includes the newspapers. 

And that’s why I get nauseous 
when I read these accounts of assault 
on freedom of speech. America is not 
just a country. It’s a symbol of free- 
dom and personal liberty. We became 
a country to escape the control of the 
Crown, but ever since the 9/11 
attacks, it feels like people are being 
scared into “uniting” together. 
“Uniting” meaning not arguing with 
each other, or with our government’s 
choices. 

Does that sound familiar to any- 
one else? 

The point is that the freedom of 
speech is equal to the freedom to dis- 
agree with other people. No matter 
how you stand on a topic, someone is 
going to disagree with you, and that’s 
the beauty of this country. By hearing 
different accounts, we can make edu- 
cated decisions about our future. If 
you don’t believe in something, 
protest it. If you don’t believe in what 
they’re protesting, then protest against 
them. Shout at each other across the 
freeway as much as you want, but 
please — keep your hands to yourself. 

Let’s not become like the totalitar- 
ians we despise. 


Students 


Dear Editor: 

In the Oct. 5 issue of the 
Observer, a member of the G.S.A. 
wrote about an incident involving a 
fellow student tearing down G.S.A 
fliers and commenting that “I did it 
because gays don’t belong in this 
world and should be banned from 
America for being that way.” 

It seems to be that many of us 
only feel comfortable with those that 
look, think and act like us. Yet it is 
the case that on this campus that stu- 
dents, faculty and staff belong to 


are not as different as you may think 


many different groups. Our diversity 
need not threaten us. An important 
part of our education is about learn- 
ing to value our diversity and recog- 
nize our similarities. We are all mem- 
bers of the college community. 
Opening ourselves to the possibility 
of coexistence with people who seem 
different, people we do not under- 
stand, and people who look and think 
in different way than we do, need not 
threaten who we are. We deprive our- 
selves significantly by being isolated 
in our — separate identities. 


Harder to stay safe 
during natural disasters 


Dear Editor, 

“How to stay safe when a natural 
disaster strikes” by Family Circle 
Knight Ridder Newspaper has sever- 
al good pointers and suggestions for 
exactly what the best method of sur- 
vival is for any natural disaster. 
However, I believe that they should 
revise the title to make it say “stay 
safer” instead of just safe. This is 
because you are technically never 
safe in any natural disaster situation. 
This is especially true when a lot of 
the natural disasters in the world hap- 
pen with no warning. Tsunami’s, tor- 
nado’s, flash floods, and earthquakes 
are prime examples of this. 

Just because you choose to leave 
your home in the event that you 
receive pre-warning doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean that you will not be 
impacted by what is happening. You 
may be unscathed by a hurricane or 


tornado, but your soul is still affected 
because of what you go back to find. 
Hurricane Katrina, of course, speaks 
for itself. I have a friend who actual- 
ly lives in New Orleans. Her and her 
family fled the city in time to save 
themselves but their home was 
demolished and their two dogs 
drowned. 

My point is that you cannot “stay 
safe.” There is serious events have 
been happening since the beginning 
of time and they will continue to hap- 
pen forevermore. There are some 
things you can do to help protect 
yourself, but you will never be able 
to go completely untouched on every 
aspect of these horrific occurrences. 
“How to stay safer when a natural 
disaster strikes” just seems more 
appropriate. 


Kara Thibault 


Challenging our assumptions, our 
judgments and our prejudices 
requires that we recognize our inter- 
dependence. Respecting all voices, 
listening to each others stories, strug- 
gles, suffering, desires and pride in 
our various groups can lead to com- 
passion and reconciliation. In fact we 
all have much more in common than 
we realize. Behind every prejudice is 
a story. Our experiences and upbring- 
ing help to form our beliefs, and 
sometimes our experience with peo- 
ple different from ourselves is limit- 


ed. When we are able to accept oth- 
ers (which is not always easy) we 
begin to move into the possibility of 
bridging our differences and creating 
an interconnected and better world. 
The NCBI model encourages us to 
begin the conversation with someone 
who is different from ourselves. 


Submitted respectfully by: 
Jeri Bayer 

Irene Chalek 

Mary Chatigny 

Charles Diggs 


Rose Dittmer 

Melina Draper 

Joanna Fortna 

Judith Kamber 

Nita Lamborghini 

Mike Markham 

Jim Murphy 

Xavier Pelaez 

Cathy Sanderson 
Members of the NCBI Team 


Violation of Code of Conduct 
will not be tolerated 


Dear Editor: 

As the Discipline Officer at the 
college I read with dismay the Letter 
to the Editor titled “GSA faces 
resentment from NECC student.” 
Removing flyers that have been 
approved for posting at the College is 
a violation of the College Code of 
Conduct. Any student who behaves 


in this manner will be sanctioned for 
the offense. 

Each and every student on this 
campus is entitled to be treated with 
respect and dignity regardless of 
their sexual orientation, age, race, 
ability, national origin, or any other 
aspect of their identity or group affil- 
jation. 


Acts of discrimination or malice 
toward any student or group on cam- 
pus are a violation of our Code of 
Conduct and will not be tolerated. 


Sincerely, 
Nita M. Lamborghini, Ph.D. 
College Judicial Officer . 


Choice to not say Pledge is a 
constitutional right 


Dear Editor, 

Melissa Caron is on the right 
track about the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The Pledge is a choice and due to 
emotional pressures, people feel that 
this is not. That’s a shame! People 
shouldn’t feel ashamed to exercise 
their choices. Not only is choice a 


constitutional right, but also a 
birthright. Everybody has a right to 
choice and it’s only to ignorance that 
choice is denied. So the next time 
you have the opportunity to choose, 
do it! Don’t conform to everyone else 
because a wrong choice is one you'll 
regret. You only get to make one 


choice, just like you only get to live’ 
once. 


Michael Boucher 
Former NECC Observer 
Opinion Editor 
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Look out for flu-ridden death chickens! 


America prepares for 
high level of poultry 


panic this winter 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


Guess what, 
America? 
We're doomed! 

According 
to an article 
recently pub- 
lished in the 
New York 
Times, the 
United States is 
gearing up for a 
severe __ butt- 
kicking of epic proportions from an 
anticipated pandemic of Asian Bird 
Flu. Now, for those who think I am 
making that up, Asian Bird Flu is a 
somewhat rare event where a very 
angry lizard standing about 30 stories 
tall walks out of the Pacific Ocean and 
begins wreaking havoc among the 
general populace of Tokyo. 

Ha ha, just kidding. Man, I total- 
ly fooled you there. 

According to Wikipedia.org, 
Asian Bird Flu is a virus that was ini- 
tially discovered in Italy in the early 
1900's. It is transmitted mainly by air, 
which is how most birds get it and 
how it is spread. 100 years and many 
dead birds later, the virus has spread 
out to just about anywhere that birds 
live. 

After Asian Bird Flu starts affect- 
ing and killing mass amounts of birds, 
the flu can then possibly be contracted 
by humans where anything like har- 


vesting chickens is all the rage, like in 
Asia. Symptoms of Asian Bird Flu 
include fever, cough, a sore throat, 
muscle aches, conjunctivitis, severe 
breathing problems and pneumonia, 
the latter proving on many occasions 
to be fatal. This is not a joke. 
Recently, somebody within the 
know decided to leak, to the New York 
Times, a 381-page plan-like document 
outlining how the government plans 
to respond to an 
outbreak of such a 
flu, something that 


bunch of us via the spread of a spooky 
virus. The best we can do is prepare 
for the worst. And by prepare, of 
course, | mean panic. 

Obviously, the key focus to sur- 
viving this is successful containment 
of not the virus, but instead of the 
healthy and living. We need to make 
sure that every non-symptomatic per- 
son is held in the safety of his or her 
home or closest bomb shelter if we are 
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seal off the first floor of your house 
with plywood and two-by-four’s. 
Leave no entrance accessible or 
usable. 

Once you're all boarded up and 
ready to go, everyone within your 
household must make a careful evalu- 
ation of everyone else around them, 
and figure out who has this wretched 
virus. Think of it like a twisted mix of 
Survivor, Weakest Link and any ran- 
dom horror movie 
where family mem- 
bers kill off other 


we are seriously 2 family members. 
facing in the com = The best we can do is prepare for the — while you do this, 
ing months. r DO NOT let person- 
According to an worst. And. by prepare, of course, I al feelings get 
article written by mean panic. involved. Just 
New York Times because she is only 
writer | Gardiner five years old and 
Harris, we would has cute little pig- 


require more than 
ten times the inoculations we current- 
ly have to meet the demands of the 
plan in order to keep the country in 
shape. Additionally, the plan makes 
reference to the necessity of 133 mil- 
lion courses of antiviral treatment, of 
which our lovely administration is 
only purchasing 4.3 million. The plan 
also mentions a worst-case scenario 
of, within the U.S. alone, 1.9 million 
dead and 8.5 million hospitalized, 
which accounts for the included use of 
133 million courses of antiviral treat- 
ment and 10 times as many inocula- 
tions as are available to us at this time. 

The plan also outlined that the 
virus could be here in as early as “a 
few months or even weeks.” Once 
again, this, and the information before 
it, is not a joke. 

So, in short, flu-ridden death 
chickens from Asia are coming to the 
United States and are going to kill a 


going to survive through to the end of 
this coming winter season. However, 
I’m not about to start telling you how 
to live your life while this virus starts 
killing everyone around you... 
Actually, yeah, 1am. Ha! Fooled you 
again! 

First off, we must prepare for this 
as if we were about to try living 
through a nuclear explosion. So, go to 
the store and buy things that don’t rot 
in a matter of days or weeks. Things 
bearing this characteristic include 
Twinkies, Manwich (not including 
meat...just the sauce), Twinkies mari- 
nated in Manwich and, last but not 
least, water. The idea is to pick a 
room in your house (preferably your 
basement or living room) and just 
stockpile these items until you literal- 
ly can’t move or breathe within your 
own home. 

Then, do what you can to fully 


War on drugs or on education? 


Lets keep drug poli- 
tics out of education 


By TOM ANGELL 
Contributing Reporter 


As college students around the 
country prepare for this semester's 
midterms, thousands of their would- 
be classmates don’t have anything to 
study for because of a federal law that 
strips financial aid from people with 
drug convictions. 

The policy is currently being 
reconsidered as Congress renews the 
Higher Education Act (HEA) for the 
first time in seven years. While the 
HEA was originally enacted in 1965 
to make higher education more acces- 
sible and affordable for all Americans, 
the Drug Provision added during the 
1998 HEA reauthorization is an unjus- 
tifiable roadblock in the path to col- 
lege. 

Over the past seven years, more 
than 175,000 students have lost their 
financial aid because of the HEA Drug 
Provision. 

Every student affected by this law 
has already gone through the courts. 

Taking away their financial aid 
punishes them twice for the same 
crime. Drug crimes are the only 
infractions that students lose aid for. 
Murderers and rapists are still eligible. 
And because of racial profiling and 
the discriminatory enforcement of 
drug laws, the policy disproportion- 
ately keeps people of color out of col- 
lege. 
month Congress’s own 
researchers at the Government 
Accountability Office were unable to 
find any evidence the provision-actu- 
ally reduces drug abuse. In fact, other 
federal studies show that high school 


graduates not attending college are far 
more likely to use drugs than those in 
college. 

Besides worsening our nation’s 
drug problems and victimizing stu- 
dents who are trying to turn their lives 
around with a college education, this 
law hurts America’s economic pro- 
ductivity and makes our streets more 
dangerous. 

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, college graduates earn 62 per- 
cent more each year and $1 million 
more over lifetimes than people with 
only high school diplomas. College 
graduates pay twice as much federal 
income tax than high school gradu- 
ates. The revenue-slashing aid ban is 
unacceptable in a time of budget 
shortfalls. 

And the law does more than hurt 
revenue; it drives up public spending. 

Educated people are less likely to 
rely on costly social programs like 
welfare, food stamps, and public 
housing. Budget hawks should be 
outraged that this provision prevents 
people from pulling themselves up by 
their bootstraps and becoming produc- 
tive taxpaying citizens. 

College graduates are also less 
likely to break the law and become 
costly drains on the criminal justice 
system. People with only high school 
diplomas are twelve times more likely 
to be incarcerated than college gradu- 
ates. Jailing one prisoner costs 
$26,000 per year. 

We should encourage people who 
have been in trouble with drugs to 
move beyond their past mistakes, but 
the HEA Dmg Provision prevents 
them from getting their lives back on 
track. Graduating more college stu- 
dents means greater economic produc- 
tivity and increased tax revenue, while 
locking up more inmates means tax- 
payers must pay for skyrocketing 


prison costs. 

Keeping this policy on the books 
is fiscally irresponsible. 

One pending proposal to scale 
back the law would help some stu- 
dents get back into school but would 
leave thousands behind. The minor 
change would stop the provision from 
affecting people with convictions in 
the past, but students busted while in 
school would continue to lose their 
aid, leaving the fundamental problems 
with the law unaddressed. 

Since there are already minimum 
grade requirements for receiving aid, 
the partially reformed Drug Provision 
would still only affect students doing 
well in classes. Good students would 
continue to be removed from school 
for minor convictions, many never 
returning to finish their degrees. The 
Department of Education reports that 
more than a third of students leaving 
college before beginning their second 
year don’t return within five years. 

Partially reforming this funda- 
mentally flawed law is like slapping a 
band-aid on a gaping wound. 
Lawmakers should fully repeal the 
Drug Provision and reinstate aid to all 
qualified individuals who want to eam 
a college education. 

Students who realize this policy is 
counterproductive and discriminatory 
should contact Students for Sensible 
Drug Policy and get involved in 
efforts to take Drug War politics out of 
education. Visit 
www.DAREgeneration.com or call 
(202) 293-4414 for more information. 
More than 120 student governments 
have passed resolutions calling on 
Congress to repeal the Drug 
Provision. 


Tom Angell is the Campaigns 
Director for the group, Students for 
Sensible Drug Policy. 


tails doesn’t mean 
she isn’t a very clear threat to your 
food supply and health. 

Signs of someone who might 
have Asian Bird Flu, in addition to the 
list of symptoms mentioned earlier, 
include accusing anyone else of hav- 
ing Asian Bird Flu. If anyone starts 
doing this, render him or her uncon- 
scious and toss him or her out a sec- 
ond story window, seeing that the first 
story of your house or apartment 
should now be fully inaccessible from 
the outside. This works out very well, 
because when any rejected persons 
wake up, they’ll want to get back in, 
and you won’t want them to. 

Now, in the event that your 
“weakest link” can scale walls, jump 
really high or can find some other way 
back into your house, you should also 
be prepared for defending your living 
quarters with some, if not all, of the 
following weapons: A baseball bat, an 


axe, a chainsaw, a machete, a double- 
barreled shotgun with lots of stock- 
piled ammo, a few rocket launchers, 
some grenades and many boxes of 
already prepared Molotov Cocktails. 
Aftérthis, hunker down and wait for 
the coolest apocalypse ever. 

But wait! Oh no! Surprise plot 
twist! Someone in the house HAS 
BECOME SYMPTOMATIC. Now 
what? 

The first thing I would do is run 
around like a raving lunatic and 
attempt to escape, but that’s me. 
Obviously, a symptomatic person 
dwelling in your area is a very big 
threat, for you can’t physically get rid 
of any symptomatic people without 
running the risk of becoming one of 
them yourself. The best thing you can 
do is order said symptomatic to knock 
themselves unconscious and throw 
themselves out the window. 
Somehow. Be creative. And when 
they start whining and saying silly 
things like, “That doesn’t seem physi- 
cally possible” or, “Put down the 
cocktails,” question their sanity and 
assume it has diminished at the hands 
of Asian Bird Flu. 

Then, run around like a raving 
lunatic and attempt to escape. 

If you successfully escape, the 
best thing you can do is leave the 
country. Go someplace nice, like 
Spain, Italy or France (just don’t tell 
the French that you’re from America). 
You could also pay an overdue visit to 
Germany, Portugal or even Canada! 
There are lots of places that you can 
run to. 

But, whatever you do, don’t go to 
any part of Asia. I hear those 30-story 
tall lizards get a little cranky around 
this time of year. 


Quores To LIvE By 


The first and greatest victory is to conquer yourself; 
to be conquered by yourself is of all things most 


shameful and vile. 
- Plato 


Do what you can, with what you have, where you 


are. 


-Theodore Roosevelt 


Don't look where you fall, but where you slipped. 


- African Proverb 


Do, or do not. There is no 'try’. 


- Yoda 
To love oneself is the beginning of a lifelong 
romance 

- Oscar Wilde 
Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter. 

- Martin Luther King Jr. 


“Would you tell me please, which way | ought to go 


from here?” asked Alice. 


“That depends a good deal on where you want to 


go,” said the Cheshire Cat. 


“| don't much care where,” replied Alice. 
“Then it doesn't matter which way you go,” said the 


Cat. 


- Lewis Carroll, from Alice in Wonderland 
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Re- Broadcast of 
Constitution Day 


Sponsored by 
Contemparary Affairs, 
Wednesday, Oct. 19 in room C- 
203 from noon to | p.m. there 
will be a rebroadcasting of the 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor 
& Stephen Breyer speak about 
the US Constitution. 

Technical difficulties made 
it difficult to broadcast on actu- 
al Constitution Day. 


NECC Fathers 
Group 


The Fathers Group, holds 
meetings at noon- on 
Wednesdays, in the Pailes 
Conference Center of the 
Library 

The Father’s Group talks 
about the challenges of life and 
the balancing between : 

Father 

Provider 

Husband 

and Man 

Contact: Mark Markham 
for more information at 978- 
§56-3741 


Used Book Fair 


Do you have lots of current 
paperback books just cluttered 
in your attic? Or are you look- 
ing to pick up some cheap plea- 
sure reading? 

The Gay-Straight Alliance 
at NECC is planning a used 
book sale on Friday, October 
21st. 

Donations of used paper- 
backs in good condtion are 
welcome and may be dropped 
off starting the week of 
October 10th to C314 B 


Student Senate to 
hold bake sale 


The Student Senate will be 
holding a bake sale Nov. 19 to 
help buy DVD movies for the 
Library. 

Movies purchased in this 
way will be intended for the 
use of various film classes at 
NECC, though they will be 
available for NECC students to 
take out as well. 

At this time, no planned 
late fee structure on DVD’s 
will exist, and movies will 
include classics and current 
releases. 

Fur students wishing to 
help in the bake sale or for stu- 
dents who just want more 
information, the place to go Is 
the Student Activities office in 
the D building. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include .“campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Observance brings 


concerts and other 
events to NECC 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Contributing Reporter 


Hispanic Heritage Month 2005 
was held Sept. 15 through Oct. 15 
on the Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses, and sponsored by the Title V 
staff and the Career Planning and 
Advising Center. 

“The goal was to provide a dif- 
ferent cultural avenue for students,” 
said Xavier Pelaez, Career Planner 
at the Lawrence Campus and a 
Hispanic Heritage Month organizer 
for the past three years. 

The theme of Hispanic Heritage 
Month 2005 was “Hispanic 
Americans: Strong and Colorful 
Threads ion the American Fabric.” 
The celebration was separated into 
two programs. The first was the cul- 
tural program, which included two 
performance groups, and the second 
was a Career Expo. All events were 
sponsored in part by UPS. 

“What Hispanic Heritage Month 
means to me is the ongoing develop- 
ment of Hispanic culture,” said 


Pelaez. 

The first performance featured a 
group of musicians from the Berklee 
College of Music, and was held on 
Oct. 3 at the Lawrence Campus. A 
variety of Spanish foods and 
refreshments were available for stu- 
dents to try. An interpretation of 
“Columbian Tropical Music” by 
Berklee's Gregorio Uribe and the 
San Pelayo Band was performed. 
Featured at the concert were salsa, 
vallenato, porro and various other 
rhythms. 

“Students were able to hear 
music from other Latin cultures they 
may not have heard,” said Pelaez of 
the success of the performance. 

Prometheus, an eight person 
dance ensemble, was featured at the 
second cultural program. The group 
held two performances on Oct. 13, 
one at the Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill Campus and another at 
Movement City in Lawrence. The 
dancers performed a unique arrange- 
ment of contemporary dance and 
theater, their main focus being the 
struggle of women in society. The 
group also performed at the 2004 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Celebration. 

“We'd like to involve not only 
Hispanic students, but all students,” 


in Prometheus.” 


The Career Expo scheduled for 
Oct. 19 at the Lawrence Campus 


Atrium was 
the final © 
event. The © 
Expo was 
designed to 
familiarize © 
NECC _ stu- | 
dents with 


career oppor- 
tunities in the 
Merrimack 
Valley area. It 
also linked | 
job recruiters — 
to a variety of 
well-educated 
bilingual stu- 
dents. 

Sie)! Ul ch 
important to 
inquire what 
careers are 
offered,” said 
Pelaez. 


Eva je h 
Hispanic 
Heritage 
month event 
also. recog- 
nized the 


Pelaez said. “That's why we brought 


achievements of Latinos in the com- 
munity and celebrated the diverse 
culture at NECC and throughout the 
Merrimack Valley. 


Clubs focus on problematic 110 intersection 


Continued from Page 1 


According to Kathryn Mores, pro- 
fessor at NECC and co-advisor to the 
club-variant of MassPIRG, many dri- 
vers coming from rte. 495 northbound 
often bear right when approaching 
Amesbury Ave., and then shoot across 
the street to the parking lot of Seafood 
Etc., a restaurant located across from 
the off-ramp, to turn around and con- 
tinue driving to NECC's Haverhill 
campus. Many students who take this 
minor detour do it with the illusion of 
safety. 

“Tt surprises drivers on (rte.) 110 
coming from the west,” said Moyes. 
“But both (alternatives) are bad. 
They're both very, very bad.” 

The area has seen many accidents 
in its time, including two in the past 
five weeks: A fatal collision on Sept. 5 
involving a car and motorcycle, and a 
less serious accidert between two cars 
on Oct. 11. 

According to Police Reports avail- 
able at the Haverhill Police 
Department, the accident occurring on 
Sept. 5 involved a 2005 Toyota carry- 
ing a single passenger and a 2003 
Suzuki motorcycle carrying a single 
passenger who was killed in the colli- 
sion. In it, the driver of the Buick, 
while heading southbound on rte. 110, 
was turning onto Elliot St. when the 
motorcyclist, who was heading north- 
bound on rte. 110, collided with the 
Buick head-on. According to witness- 
es driving behind the motorcyclist, the 
motorcyclist was swerving left to right 
in front of their vehicle for approxi- 
mately three quarters of a mile before 
the scene of the accident. As the 
motorcyclist reached the scene, he 
sped off after he “looked back at 
involved parties.” Moments later, the 
accident occurred. 

The second accident, a collision 
between a 1991 Buick carrying three 
passengers and 2000 Mitsubishi carry- 
ing a single passenger, occurred when 
the Buick, pulling off of the exit ramp, 
pulled out in the way of the 
Mitsubishi. According to statements 
on the accident report, the driver of the 
Mitsubishi was handicapped and was 
unable to stop her vehicle before hit- 


ting the Buick, who declared that his 
inability to stop before pulling into 
traffic was because of road conditions. 
According to Russell, while the 
Contemporary Affairs Club and 
MassPIRG have worked together on 
the issue in the past, MassPIRG is now 
“carrying the ball” on the issue. 


“We have made a _ deal 
MassPIRG,” said Russell. “They're 
better equipped for this. We'll help 


them, but we're letting them take the 
lead.” 

In addition to the installation of 
traffic lights at the problematic inter- 
section, city officials have also consid- 
ered reconfiguring the area. 
According to Moyes, the problem 
behind the intersection partly lies in 
the fact that there is a “rise in the road 
when looking west on (rte.) 110 that 
prevents seeing cars to the left.” This 
wouldn't totally solve the problem, 
however, because speed is also a factor 
in the intersection being hazardous. 

“Of course, (the cars) go fast 
also,” said Moyes, mentioning that the 
posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour 


The 2000 Mitsubishi involved in an accident on Oct. 11. 


has cars cruising through the obstruct- 
ed view area too fast for some to 
respond to, which in turns creates its 
own category of accidents where 
speed is considered a factor. 

“Even if they don't have the 
money for the light, they could reduce 
the speed limit,” said Moyes. 

MassPIRG plans on having a table 
set up on Thurs., Oct. 20 in the Spurk 
lobby from 10:30 am. to | p.m., 
where they will have a petition for stu- 
dents and faculty to sign to help push 
for support in making the problematic 
intersection safe for not just NECC 
students, but also local community 
residents as well. 

In the past, the Contemporary 
Affairs club has worked on what 
Moyes referred to as a “petition drive” 
in local neighborhoods, where mem- 
bers of the club went door-to-door and 
presented their petition to local resi- 
dents. This time around, with neigh- 
borhoods remaining _—_unvisited, 
MassPIRG is hoping to continue the 
task. Also, MassPIRG plans on work- 
ing with Haverhill Mayor James J. 


Fiorentini to send a letter and other- 
wise better communicate with legisla- 
tures, specifically Massachusetts 
Senator Steven A. Baddour, on the 
issue. 

Including the table setup, mem- 
bers of MassPIRG nlan on discussing 
the matter in its next meeting, sched- 
uled for Mon., Oct. 24 at 12 p.m. in 
room C-119, In addition to discussion 
on the intersection, MassPIRG plans 
to discuss its yearly Thanksgiving 
food drive. 

As far as an update on the progress 
for adding a light to the intersection is 
concerned, Moyes said that Baddour is 
waiting to hear from city officials 
regarding the demands, both physical 
and financial, of either reconfiguring 
the intersection or adding traffic lights, 
or possibly both. Russell said the 
same. 

“My understanding is that it's 
moving ahead, but slowly. It takes 
time to implement things like this,” 
said Russell. “But we'll keep the pres- 
sure up.” 


Jessica DeMarco photo 


In this accident, the 


Mitsubishi struck a vehicle coming off of the rte. 495 offramp to head west on rte. 110. 


National News 


2 A 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Katrina victims leaving 
shelters and finally 
returning home 


NEW ORLEANS (AP)— 
State and federal officials contin- 
ued Sunday to reduce the number 
of Hurricane Katrina evacuees liv- 
ing in shelters, cutting the num- 
bers by more than 4,500 just over 
the weekend. 

There were 11,239 people liv- 
ing in shelters in 11 states late 
Sunday afternoon, said James 
McIntyre, a spokesman for the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

Lousiana remained home to 
the greatest number by far, hous- 
ing 6,747 people in sports centers, 
convention halls and other arenas. 

The federal government had 
set Saturday as its unofficial dead- 
line for moving people on to more 
permanent quarters, although vast 
numbers remained in hotels as 
they awaited FEMA trailers or 
apartments that could house them 
until they can get back into homes 
devastated by the hurricane and 
the subsequent floods that swept 
New Orleans. 

The momentum that built late 


last week as the deadline 
approached continued on Sunday. 
In just 24 hours, an estimated 
4,571 people moved out of the 
evacuation shelters, McIntyre 
reported. 


Gov. Romney lifts 
state of emergency 
from Massachusetts 


LAWRENCE, Mass. (AP)}— 
Gov. Mitt Romney lifted the state 
of emergency for Massachusetts 
on Sunday, deactivating the 
National Guard and sending a sig- 
nal that the worst of the weather 
problems is over. 

Under blue skies near the 
banks of the swollen Merrimack 


River, Romney said by and large 
the state was returning to “‘nor- 
mal" after a day when driving rain 
and flooding forced about 1,000 
people from their homes, swept 
away cars and closed highways 
statewide. 

“The all clear will be sound- 
ed on a local basis," Romney said. 
“Recognize we were ready for 
something more substantial than 
hit. We have to be." 

In Rhode Island, emergency 
management officials were warily 
monitoring still flooding rivers 
and checking on dams, a few of 
which were damaged on 
Saturday. 

Workers in Pawtucket had put 
sandbags around City Hall to 
thwart the Blackstone River, 
which crested at more than six 
feet above flood stage. 

“We have a lot of archives, 
important paperwork down cellar, 
and we want to make sure (the 
waters) don't get there," said Ron 
Leitao, an employee with the 
city's public works department. 


Work to Rule ends 


negotiate but then trashes all propos- projects were definitely slowed 
als,” says Joseph Rizzo, an NECC down,” says Flynn. “Work To Rule 

Also according to Medlinskas, professor. was something to savor—the rattling 
many faculty at NECC feel that Work “I wouldn't say Work To Rule often created an atmosphere with 
to Rule had made no effect and is was completely unaffective. Various relief and tension.” 
often distasteful. 

“I feel our college had much 
more of a role in the contract than 
they ever admitted”, said Flynn, 
regarding President Hartleb's role in 
the situation. 

“Really the contract is in the gov- 
ernment’s favor, still what's the point 
in a two percent pay increase when 
last year the cost of living was raised 
just about three percent,” said Flynn. 

A lot of our staff who don't have 
tenure are afraid to take defensive 
actions. They’re afraid to be fired 
since the college really wouldn't have 
to give them a reason for letting them 
go,” said Flynn. “If we went on 
strike, people may lose their jobs, 
and these aren't jobs that are easy to 
come by.” 

However, the fight for raises is 
not a new development 

“T think that the whole situation 
is a bit strange. Since '73, its been 
very intense. There's definitely a Lauren Carroll photo 


conflict, for I've never seen anything Faculty supporting Work to Rule proudly sport ‘Work 
like it. Romney appoints people © tg Rule’ shirts in a picture taken at a previous meeting. 


YOUR EDUCATION. 


Continued from Page | 


YOUR LIFE. 


At Bryant University you will find academic BRYANT FACTS 
excellence and a supportive community where 
character and success go hand in hand. And 
you'll measure your success as much by who 
you are as by what you accomplish. 


« Bryant's academic programs: 
applied psychology, business 
administration, communication 


information technology, 
At Bryant, we do more than educate you to international business, 
perform academically and professionally. and liberal arts 
We prepare you for life. 


¢ Transfer scholarships from 
$7,000 to $20,000 are available fe 
academically qualified student: 


* og percent of the class of 2004 
were employed or enrolled in 
graduate school within six 
months of graduation, 


* Last year almost 300 companie: 
recruited Bryant students. 


* Bryant is ranked #2 


es “Most Connected Campus” 
Meet with a Bryant University transfer counselor by The Princeton Review 
at the Northern Essex Transfer College Day on on Forbes.com. 


November 3, 2005 from 10 a.m - 1 p.m. 


B ryant 1150 Douglas Pike 


Smithfield, R.1. 02917 
UNEWERSITY 
(401) 232-6100 
The Character of Success admission bryant.edu 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


SSS Ee ES SE oS 
Citizens of Iraq vote 
on democratic 
government 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)- 
Iraq's landmark constitution 
seemed assured of passage after 
initial results Sunday showed that 
a strong push by Sunni Arabs to 
veto fell short. Adoption would 
cross a major hurdle in the 
attempt to establish a democratic 
government and could pave the 
way to an eventual pullout of U.S. 
troops. 

But it could also divide the 
nation. Large numbers of Sunnis 
voted “‘no," and some of their 
leaders were already rejecting the 
apparent result. 

While a strong Sunni turnout 
suggested a desire among some to 
participate in Iraq's new political 
system, there were fears that 
anger over at being ruled under a 
charter they oppose could push 
some into supporting the Sunni- 
led insurgency. 

In a sign of the relentless dan- 
ger, five U.S. soldiers were killed 
on the day of Saturday's referen- 
dum by a bomb in Ramadi, a 
hotbed of militants west of 
Baghdad, the military announced. 
It was the deadliest attack on U.S. 
troops since a Sept. 29 bomb blast 
in the same town also killed five 
soldiers. 


Pope Benedict 
praises John Paul Il 


VATICAN CITY (AP)}—Pope 
Benedict XVI praised his prede- 
cessor, John Paul II, as a beloved 
man whose moral authority was 
recognized well beyond the 
Catholic church, as the faithful 
marked the anniversary Sunday 
of the 1978 election of the first 
Polish pontiff. 

Karol Wojtyla, archbishop of 
Krakow, Poland, was elected on 
Oct. 16, 1978, to lead the Roman 
Catholic church. The selection of 
the first non-Italian pontiff in 455 
years stunned many around the 
world. John Paul's pontificate was 
the third-longest in history. 

John Paul helped galvanize 
Poles at home in opposing the 
Communist regime that ruled 
their predominantly Roman 
Catholic country at the time of his 
election. -He was credited with 
playing an important role in the 
demise of East bloc communism 
in the decade following the start 
of his papacy. 

Benedict noted that many 
faithful were still making the pil- 
grimage to the Vatican to see John 
Paul's tomb, six months after the 
death of the 84-year-old pontiff, 
who long suffered from 
Parkinson's disease. 

That pilgrimage *‘constitutes 
an eloquent sign of how much the 
beloved John Paul II had entered 
into the hearts of the people,” 
Benedict said. 

“Behind these tconducted 
Sept. 20 in the pope's summer res- 
idence at Castel Gandolfo, near 
Rome. 
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Student learns the hard lessons 
of drug and alcohol dependency 


NECC student chooses 
the road to recovery 
from drugs and alcohol. 


By ALEX NIEDERHAUSER 
Contributing Reporter 


I am an addict. I have been 
an addict for many years and 
will be an addict for as long as I 
live. 

I don't believe I was born a 
drug addict. But there were 
signs I was a person of addic- 
tive behavior before I intro- 
duced myself to the mind-alter- 
ing substances of drugs and 
alcohol. 

Drugs were wrecking my 
school and employment oppor- 
tunities and my relationship 
with family and friends. I was 
becoming familiar to those in 
the legal system, and two police 
officers from my hometown 
knew me by first name. 

I received my _ driver's 
license in 2001, and promised 
myself that | would never drink 
and drive. This was one 


promise of many not kept,’ 


because I drank too often to be 


able to do so without driving. 

In early 2002, I got into an 
argument with my girlfriend at 
a party. I left the party and 
decided to drive around to let 
some of my frustration boil 
down. 

As I came around a bend, I 
hit a tree that was close to the 
road. The passenger side-door 
took the initial impact. The tree 
held my car, as momentum car- 
ried the vehicle off the road. 
The vehicle 
plunged side- 
ways into a 
telephone pole 


memory of Christmas or my 
birthday that year. 

I learned some important 
lessons after a few months of 
physical and _ psychological 
recovery: I will never drink and 
drive, and never get in a vehicle 
with an intoxicated driver. I 
have followed through with 
those thus far. 

Still I couldn't grasp that 
drugs and alcohol were the key 
problem. I couldn't admit that 


a cee 


me to follow through with dur- 
ing these times, because I had 
people around me that cared. 

I left home to take a post- 
graduate year at boarding 
school. There I met new peo- 
ple, and found new ways to get 
what I thought I needed. Drugs 
took control again, and I was 
forced to withdraw before any 
credits were made. 

I then enrolled in Middlesex 
Community College where I did 
the same. This 
time I withdrew 
myself, because I 
began to realize 


directly Jam beginning to find out who I really — what the root issue 
aeeehe da. am. I used to sneak around, trying to "0, 1 firs: 
ver's side of please everybody. I now am focusing _ tealized that these 
fell into a ~©MOre on myself, which in turn, helps ose obiems, 
coma and the’ the people around me. the hardest thing 
next four for me to do was to 


Mm, Oem tens 

became a cloud of surgeries. 
Memories of the first two 
months after waking from my 
coma have been lost. I remem- 
ber only pieces of 2001, and 
none of the occurrences leading 
up to the accident. I have no 


addiction was the reason my 
life was unmanageable. 

I gained motivation after the 
accident to try harder in school 
and did well finishing my junior 
and senior year. I suppose that 
drug use was still difficult for 


UPS & YOU. 
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individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 
as a Part-Time Package Handler. 
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401(K) * HOLIDAYS OFF » PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 


LEARN 


admit that I was an 
addict. I had to realize this was 
not just merely my fault and 
there existed a way out. 

I am now in recovery, but 
have been in-and-out of this 
process for a couple years. 
Currently I live in a recovery 


program home in Haverhill, 
Mass. I go to Alcoholics 
Anonymous and _ Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings, and have 
found that doing so must be the 
first step in the direction of 
recovery. 

I am beginning to find out 
who I really am. I used to sneak 
around, trying to please every- 
body. I now am focusing more 
on myself, which in turn, helps 
the people around me. 

My parents and staff mem- 
bers at the house support me in 
getting back to school, and I am 
happy to be attending. I feel I 
am becoming a more responsi- 
ble member of society, no 
longer acting as a slave to 
drugs. 

I understand that if I were to 
return to this devious lifestyle, I 
wouldn't be able to consume 
just one. 

Many recovering addicts are 
willing to admit that, “one is 
too many and 1000 is never 
enough,” according to the well 
know AA slogan. 


$1,500 *rer semester 


Program| IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


* UPS Born & Leorn Program guidelines apply. 
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www.upsjobs.com 
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Diversity is welcomed in 
NECC’s Gay/Straight Alliance 


GSA works hard to 
promote community, 


acceptance and unity 
By Kim DEPIERO 
Features Editor 

Valerie's 16-year-old son 


insisted he was bisexual and not 
gay. 
He told his mother he would 
marry a woman, have children 


he was very depressed. He 
would get very upset with us if 
we mentioned ‘gay’. I'm sure 
there were other things he was 
struggling with, but he was defi- 
nitely struggling with accepting 
himself. Because I don't think he 
wanted to be gay. It would have 
been easier for him if he wasn't 
gay,” said Valerie, who prefers 
to be identified by only her first 
name to protect the identity of 
her son. 

Today, a decade removed 


and is no longer conflicted about 
his sexual orientation, she says. 
Valerie too has evolved. She has 
become aware and sensitized to 
the gay community's struggle for 
acceptance by a society that is 
often rejecting. 

She now seeks to be support- 
ive by attending meetings of the 
Gay/Straight Alliance on the 
Haverhill campus of Northern 
Essex Community College. 
Each Friday, from noon to 1:00 
p-m., gay and straight students in 


and live his life as a room C-108 
straight man. SR SS exchange 

Intuition told friendship, 
Valerie otherwise. —_ We're coming to this club to have people from differ-  °XPe™ences 
One morning shortly _ n and_ discus 
after her son's revela-  @nt diversity groups come together to ... show every- ways __ they 
tion, she stood hesi- —_ hody we’re all the same. We all bleed the same. might be 
tant outside his bed- helpful to 


room, fearful that on 
the opposite side of 
the door she would 
find her son hanging from his 
loft. 

“When he said he was bi 
(sexual) I knew he was gay ... 


—Harry Guzman 


from her son's crisis, Valerie is 
still apologizing for her tears. 
But they're not tears of loss, for 
her son has matured into a man, 


others while 
promoting 
awareness to 
issues they and other minorities 
face. 

Harry Guzman, GSA vice 
president, says that the alliance is 


Fall 2005S NECC FUND 
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November 14, 16, 
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17 
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Libby Jensen, Director of Ahnuni & Dener Relations 
Reem A301, Bendey Library - 978-556-3621 - ahunni@neccmass.edu 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Fund 


Kim DePiero photo 


Gay/Straight Alliance Vice President, Harry Guzman 


diligently working to overcome 
student perception that the group 
is exclusively for gay students or 
that gay issues are the solitary 
focus. 

“It's called Gay/Straight 
Alliance, but it's not because of 
our sexual orientation that 
we're coming to this club. 
We're coming to this club to 
have people from different 
diversity groups come 
together ... to do something 
to help other people, show 
everybody we're all the 
same. We all bleed the 
same,” said Guzman. 

In an effort to promote 
GSA on campus, its mem- 
bers have developed a few 
strategies to advance their 
club and highlight their 
issues, according to 
Guzman. A survey to gauge 
student awareness of GSA 
and student attitudes toward 
gays and other minorities is 
close to complete, and a 
Web site is slated to be 
online Nov. 11. 

Additionally Guzman's 
hope is soon GSA will be a 
recognized symbol or logo. 
A contest in search of a 
design brought more than 
half a dozen art students, 
preliminary sketches in 
hand, to the Sept. 30, meet- 
ing, he said. The event is 
currently underway, open to 
all NECC students and 
offers a $50 prize to the win- 
ner, but will be over Nov. 
18. 

“We're cool people, and 
we donate,” said Guzman. 

Donating to the victims 
of Hurricane Katrina is also 
priority for the students of 
GSA. On Oct. 21, they are 
hosting a book sale, all pro- 
ceeds to benefit victims of 
the disaster. They are col- 
lecting book donations for 
the sale and ask that books 
be delivered to the office of 
GSA advisor Cj Crivaro, 
professor of Behavioral 
Sciences, C-314B. 

Admittedly during past 
semesters GSA was more a 


social club, says Guzman. And 
although recent changes have the 
group moving in an visibly 
proactive direction, part of 
GSA's function is still social, 
specifically a support network 
and safe haven from bias, rejec- 
tion and discrimination. 

Moral support is necessary, 
for Guzman says gay people are 
routinely identified and judged 
negatively solely on the basis of 
sexual orientation. He believes 
that criterion is a narrow catego- 
rization for judgment, since it is 
a very small part of any person, 
gay or straight. 

“I'm not just gay. I'm a col- 
lege student. I go to NECC. I 
have a family. ... It bothers me 
when my friends introduce me 
as their 'gay friend Harry,' verses, 
‘that's my friend Harry,’ because 
they don't introduce anyone else 
that way,” said Guzman. 

Valerie's experience with her 
son has been similar to 
Guzman's. She also was trou- 
bled that people narrowed their 
focus and defined her son pri- 
marily by his sexual orientation 
after they discovered he was gay. 

“Heterosexual people don't 
walk around saying, ‘I'm hetero- 
sexual,’ they don't get the hetero- 
sexual label. For a gay person, 
that's the only label they get. 

“One thing that bothers me in 
society, all of a sudden (my son) 
became gay ... (it) was like this 
big label in three big letters: he's 
no longer an excellent student, 
he's no longer a great artist, a 
great chef, a great anything; he 
just became gay ... that 
become(s) the entire definition of 
who you are.” 

During the first meeting of 
GSA in October, one student 
lamented that he was weary from 
asking for society's tolerance. 
He said he wanted more than 
tolerance; he wanted acceptance. 

A basic human need is to be 
accepted, says Valerie. 

“How would you like to 
grow up asking people to tolerate 
you, you're not even tolerated by 
most. I wouldn't want to live 
with that much rejection,” said 
Valerie. 
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A book like a bucket of ice cream 


Co-Author of ‘Hes 
Just Not That Into 


You’ writes breakup 
book 


By CHRISTA LARSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


From the 
co-author of 
“He's Just Not 
~ That Into You”, 
the book that 
said the one 
thing none ever 
wanted to hear. 
That he wasn't 
into you, it was 
easier living in denial and making 
up excuses then to actually admit 
what was so apparently the truth, 
comes another slap in the face book, 
“It's Called a Breakup Because it's 
Broken”. Co-author of “He's Just 
Not that Into You” Greg Behrendt 
and his wife Amiira Ruotola- 
Behrendt join together to write a, 
book about breaking up, their expe- 
riances, what one shouldn't do and 
how to cope with a breakup. 

“It's Called a Breakup Because 
it's Broken” is a book that is surpris- 
ingly accurate to what everyone 
‘goes through during a break up. 
There are two parts to this book. 
Part | writes about break ups, the 
sadness, and the pity, which to lean 
on, and the true fact that it is actual- 
ly over. The second part is about the 


“breakover”. How to move on with 
your life, it's over...what do you do 
now. 

The first part of the chapter is 
what the chapter is actually about. 
For example, Chapter 6 “If it was so 
great, you'd still be together” is 
about what everyone thinks after a 
breakup. People tend to get lonely 
and only remember the good times. 
The next part of the chapter is 
“Questions to Greg”, all those what 
ifs, am I the exception questions. In 
which Behrendt steers then into the 
right direction, because most of the 
time there are no exceptions, 
because “It's called a breakup 
because it's broken”. 

After the questions is a section 
called “The Best Worst News”, 
which is an optimist's dream. 
Everything that one thinks is com- 
pletely awful is suddenly shown in 
the light. For instance, “The Best 
Worst News” in the chapter of “If 
You Mention His Name One More 
Time” is, “the good news is that you 
have an opportunity right now to 
decide to handle this breakup differ- 
ently, unselfishly, and with poise. 
Resolve that you will be considerate 
of your friends of your friends and 
use them wisely.” 

Behrendt and Ruotola-Behrendt 
both give their experiences and 
opinions throughout the chapters. 
Behrendt's section titled “What I 
Did Wrong” and Ruotola-Behrendt's 
“How I Got Through It” allow you 
to see that they went through heart 
wrenching break ups, but have now 
found someone and that they can 


An intelligent 


‘Proof’ released 
Sept. 16, only in 
select cities 


By MELISSA CARON 
Style Editor 


John Madden’s film adaptation 
of David Auburn’s Pulitzer Prize- 
winning play, “Proof” is about an 
intelligent young woman named 
Catherine (played by Gwyneth 
Paltrow) who is coping with the 
recent death of her beloved father 
(Anthony Hopkins). As a mathe- 
matician who had revised traditional 
numerical logic by the age of 23, 
Catherine’s father has left behind a 
legacy of genius — as well as a lega- 
cy of mental illness. Catherine is tor- 
mented by the memory of her 
father’s decline into insanity in the 
years before his death, and fears that 
she may have inherited, along with 
his tendency toward brilliance, his 
tendency toward instability. 

A foil character to Catherine is 
her sister Claire, a financial analyst 
played by Hope Davis (“About 
Schmidt”). Claire manages to, with- 
out directly saying so, make it clear 
that she believes Catherine is insane. 
Davis plays the part of the earth- 


bound modern woman wickedly, 
with her to-do lists and well-ironed 
suits. 

In contrast to Claire is Hal (Jake 
Gyllenhaal), who is a former protégé 
of Claire and Catherine’s father. His 
enthusiasm for the field of mathe- 
matics and his belief in Catherine’s 
intrinsic strength make him a refresh- 
ing element to the film. He is the 
only person Catherine seems to like 
besides her father, because he is, by 
her assessment, “not boring.” It is a 
relief to see Jake Gyllenhaal being 
“not boring” in a role, after several 
films in which he seemed to be, 
sadly, just a pretty face. In “Proof” 
he achieves a level of quirky charm 
not seen since his work in 2002’s 
“Moonlight Mile.” 

Paltrow plays the discomposed 
Catherine sullenly, and uses her usual 
flat manner of speaking to her advan- 
tage by adding a laconic twist to her 
words. Hopkins, playing a dead man 
and thus existing only in flashback 
scenes, takes on an uncharacteristi- 
cally backseat role. He is, however, 
heartbreakingly believable as a great 
man who has lost his greatness. 

The universal appeal in “Proof” 
is that everyone in some ways both 
worries and hopes to be like their 
families, to inherit traits they admire 
and to avoid traits that are less desir- 
able. “Proof” deals with that conun- 


share their life with and be happy. 
They show us what they did and 
how they got through it and what 
they learned. 

To keep the reader active in the 
first part is the “Sad Person's 
Journeywork Workbook and 
Sometimes Cookbook.” Throughout 
the chapter there are little activities 
to do and even recipes all pertaining 
to the chapter. Each chapter ends 
with a “Psycho Confessional,” 
something that makes one think, “At 
least I didn't do that”. 

Part Two is the “Breakover. The 
chapters in this section pertain of 
different “commandants”, sugges- 
tions to help one move on with their 
life and become a happier person. 
These chapters are broken down 
into what the commandment is, how 
one can accomplish it, another 
workbook type Behrendt's input, 
special circumstances and what the 
survey says. 

“It's Called a Breakup because 
it's Broken” is a truly upbeat and 
inspiring book. It's not just a bland, 
this-is-how-one-should-deal-with-a- 
breakup book. The authors' sympa- 
thize with what one going through, 
they help in a funny way. Including 
helping someone getting through a 
breakup, they also have a way of 
trying to lift self-esteem. 
Throughout the book they refer to 


‘the reader as a “superfox” and they 


never let one forget how much they 
are worth. It is a well-rounded book 
because one gets the input of a male 
and female perspective. It's not just 
a broken up woman or angry male 


giving advice. It's two people who 
have put together their advice to 
help other people. 

On the cover of the book, they 
call this book “The Smart Girl's 
Breakup Buddy,” and it's true. 


gk TIMES. Bes 


Greg Behrendt and Amiia Ruotola-Behrendt wrote a 


Everything one doesn't want to 
admit that they feel or is trying to 
cope with is in this book. It seems to 
have an answer to many questions of 
breaking up. It helps one get over 
the breakup and move one. 


tselling Coaubhor 0! 


THAT INTO YOU 


humorous, but helpful book about breakups. 


movie worth seeing 


drum in a slightly exaggerated way, 
which would explain why even 
someone who hates math can walk 
out of the theater feeling that she 
identified with what she has just 
seen. 

Like all of us, the characters in 
this film are looking for proof of 
something. Proof of cogency. Proof 
of legacy. Proof of sanity. Herein 
life is portrayed in mathematical 
terms. When Catherine muses, “If I 
go back line by line, I could try to 
make it better,” one gets the sense 
that she refers, not to numbers ina 
notebook, but to the years of her life. 

Although much has been added 
to the film adaptation of Auburn’s 
play in the way of interesting camera 
angles and elaborate sets, one gets 
the feeling that something has 
nonetheless been lost in the way of 
purity. “Proof” is a story about 
human interactions. It could be acted 
out on an empty stage and convey all 
the power and sincerity Auburn 
intended. The art is in the subtleties 
of dialogue (both spoken and unspo- 
ken), in the connections among the 
characters, and in the pieces of them 
that are familiar because they are so 
real. 

In mathematics, what makes a 
proof elegant is its conciseness. Ifa 
mathematician has taken a compli- 
cated concept and expressed it in a 


clear and succinct series of steps, he 
or she has been successful. “Proof” 
was already elegant as an award-win- 
ning play. It was not meant to be 
complicated by a cinematic adapta- 


tion. All in all, however, it is tren- 
chant and well-acted, and should not 
be missed. 


‘es 
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“The Greatest Game 
Ever played” cer- 
tainly will not be mis- 
taken for the greatest 
movie ever made. 


By J. TILMAN CORMIER 
Contributing Reporter 


-It would be a horribly difficult 
task to discover an entertaining story 
of a young rogue who made his mark 
in life via the deep, dark, disturbing 
road known as golf. It now proves 
impossible to take a specific golf 
event and make it a two-hour 
entertaining movie. 

Francis Ouimet is played in his 
young adulthood by Shia LaBeouf, 
an accomplished young actor most 
prominently noted for his Emmy 
award-winning role as Louis on the 
television series “Even Stevens.” 

Ouimet grows up alongside the 
now-famous course in Brookline, 
Massachusetts. He works as a caddy 
for ten years and is an accomplished 
amateur high school golfer, albeit on 
public courses. It is a time when 
golf is dominated by the Europeans 
as well as society’s upper class. 
Caddies were not allowed on the pri- 
vate courses, and they certainly did 
not compete with the professionals 
and accomplished amateurs. They 
were not considered “gentlemen.” 

Ouimet’s passion for golf is 


New Bond Announce 


the most familiar and rela- in the 
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‘The Greatest Game Ever Played’ 


fueled by his obsession with the 
greatest golfer, Harry Vardon of 
Great Britain, a professional. 
Stephen Dillane is perfectly cast as 
the legendary linksman. 

Ouimet’s playing days appear 
over at the age of 20 due to the con- 
stant harassment of his father, 
obsessed with Ouimet instead using 
his time to earn a living. Ouimet’s 
game is resurrected upon the 
announcement of the Europeans, 
with Vardon, coming over to play in 
the U. S. Open for the first time, in 
1913. Ouimet is sponsored by a 
club member to participate because 
of his ability and familiarity with the 
course just outside his bedroom win- 
dow. The fact that he is a rube 
among the proper Bostonians and the 
European elite is prominently set 
forth throughout the film. 

A subtle underlying theme is the 
ironic twist that Vardon can not get 
into his elitist club back in England 
because he is a professional, while 
Ouimet refuses to accept any money 
in order to retain his amateur, and 
thus club, status. 

The inevitable matchup between 
Ouimet and Vardon climaxes the 
movie. 

This is only veteran actor Bill 
Paxton’s third directorial attempt, 
and it results in thumping the viewer 
with a few old themes over and over. 
Ouimet’s father discourages him so 
often, their resolution at the end is 
disingenuous. 

Another problem is that there is 


BBC drama 


no target audience. With the deadly 
PG rating, Disney is obviously not 
attempting to attract the teen crowd. 
This may explain the animation in 
the film, apparently an attempt again 
to foster an antiseptic theater atmos- 
phere and stay off the moral majori- 
ty’s hit list at the expense of histori- 
cal accuracy. 

Instead of a story of one of the 
most historic golf events, the film is 
reduced to numerous close-ups of 
riding a golf ball through the trees, 
along a putting green, or into the cup. 
A blown smoke ring settling around a 
billiard ball is not magical and 
belongs in “Lady and the Tramp.” 
Slow motion of a golf club slicing 
through the high rough is simply not 
dramatic. It is embarrassing. 

This may also explain the eleva- 
tion of Ouimet’s 10-year-old caddy, 
Eddie Lowery, to significant charac- 
ter status. Children of that age will 
find Lowery the hero of the movie, 
not Ouimet. 

This will likely be the true break- 
out role for 11-year-old Josh Flitter. 
Although a child actor is often given 
a free pass by audiences as to verifi- 
able acting ability, this is not the case 
with Flitter. He dominates every 
scene he is in and mips the attention 
away from LaBeouf. 

It is implausible that the young 
caddy would know more about golf 
than Ouimet on his own course. It is 
obvious that belief must be suspend- 
ed to thumbnail Flitter in at every 
opportunity, and to afford him addi- 


“Our 


tional clever dialogue. “Big 
Momma’s House 2” might be worth 
seeing in 2006 if only for the reason 
of catching Flitter’s next movie. 

For the movie as a whole, if the 
viewer is segueing from Jimmy 
Neutron into teenage adolescence, 
there might be some value to it. The 
screenwriter, Mark Frost, has 2005’s 
“The Fantastic Four” to his credit but 
has regressed to his “Six Million 
Dollar Man” days, when Steve 
Austin jumping over a rock in slow 
motion was considered dramatic. 
There are no discernible plot points 
in the movie. These are necessary to 
spin the movie in a different direc- 
tion, keeping the audience alert. In 
this instance, anyone interested in 
seeing the movie likely knows the 
result already. Thus the journey 
must be spectacular to keep the view- 
er’s attention, and it is not. 

There are not even any villains, 
and thus no real conflict. The tour- 
nament will be decided with an 18- 
hole playoff between Ouimet, 
Vardon, and Vardon’s close friend, 
Ted Ray. All three of them are por- 
trayed as likeable characters. 
The villains, apparently, are the 
English aristocratic representatives 
who keep reminding Vardon that he 
must win for his country. Again this 
is an overdone monotonous theme 
and fails to stir any emotion. Setting 
forth other golfers as irritating or 
obnoxious does not make them vil- 
lains either. 

The use of coincidences is anoth- 


Daniel Craig was 
named the new 
James Bond 


Meet James Blond. 

When Daniel Craig’s 
name first popped up among 
the list of potential James 
Bonds back in April, it was 
greeted with a collected 
“Who?” by the American 
media. Reporters had better 
get used to the idea. 

Friday morning, the 37- 
year-old British-born actor 
was announced as the star of 
“Casino Royale,” becoming 
the sixth man to play Bond 
over 21 official films—and 
the first blond. 

Although rumors had 
been spreading all week 
about his selection, Craig 
was presented to the British 
press at an event on the 
Thames River. Producer 
Barbara Broccoli and direc- 
tor Martin Campbell also 
were on hand for pho- 
tographs. 

The search for Pierce 
Brosnan’s replacement took 
many months, and many of 


tively anonymous actors in 
the British Empire 
mentioned at some point. 
From Hugh Grant to Henry 
Cavill to Clive Owen to Sam 
Worthington to Hugh 
Jackman to Ioan Gruffudd, 
virtually every possible can- 
didate was vetted by the 
teams at Eon Productions 
and Sony Pictures 
Entertainment for worthiness 
to join the ranks of Sean 
Connery, George Lazenby, 
Roger Moore, Timothy 
Dalton and Brosnan. 

In May, promoting the 
crime drama “Layer Cake,” 
Craig was encouraging but 
pragmatic about his Bond 
opportunities, discussing the 
audition process as “a lot of 
smoke and very little fire.” 

“There’s an awful lot of 
pros and there’s an awful lot 
of cons,” Craig told 
Zap2it.com and other press. 
“But it’s a big commitment 
to make to something that I 
hadn’t got a really huge 
amount of ambition about 
doing—meaning (playing) 
James Bond.” 

British television audi- 
ences first.discovered Craig 


were 


Friends in the North.” He’s 
also earned high regard but 


low visibility in features 
such as “The Mother,” 
“Enduring Love” and 
“Sylvia.” American audi- 


ences are most likely to rec- 
ognize Craig from “Lara 
Croft: Tomb Raider,” “Road 
To Perdition” or “The 
Jacket,” though his profile 
will get an extra boost this 
winter from a co-starring 
role in Steven Spielberg’s 
“Munich.” 

“Daniel is a superb actor 
who has all the- qualities 
needed to bring a contempo- 
rary edge to the role,” said 
Campbell and Broccoli in a 
statement. 

First published in 1953, 
“Casino Royale” was Ian 
Fleming’s first Bond novel. 
Campbell has said that his 
conception for the feature 
centers on a relatively inex- 
perienced Bond, an agent on 
his first “license to kill” mis- 
sion (in the book, he’s had at 
least two previous chances to 
use his “00” prefix). 
Production on “Casino 
Royale” is expected to begin 
in January. 
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er weak way out for screenwriters, 
and this is employed throughout the 
film to show off Peyton List, the fre- 
quent cover model of Girl’s Life 
magazine. As Sarah Wallis, she 
pops up periodically as a possible 
love interest of Ouimet’s and another 
possible foray into high society for 
the commoner. Ultimately no rela- 
tionship develops between the two. 
There is no distinguishable reason 
why she is in the story. 

The cinematography is naturally 
brilliant, a trademark of Disney. 
Brief scenes involving Vardon’s 
childhood cottage, old Boston prop- 
er, and the treachery of old golf 
course hazards are sensational visu- 
als in which to get lost. 

The highlight of the film 
involves the flash sequences of the 
frustrated golfers attempting to hack 
their way through a tournament 
Nor’ easter. 

The visual effects are most pow- 

erful in displaying Vardon’s ability to 
overcome the yips by focusing on his 
target, dissolving everything around 
him. 
* But ultimately the true story is 
the real fascination, not the 
Hollywood shenanigans. A shorter 
documentary would have been more 
entertaining and would not leave the 
viewer sad about the tiny filet buried 
by the Disney garnishment. 
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IT’S THE PERFECT TIME TO ENROLL! 


@ The demand for nurses has never been higher- 
and the financial rewards have never been greater. 


@ Starting salaries for nurses in the U.S. can be as high as $65,000/year. 
@ There is a current shortage of 125,000 nurses in the United States., and 


that number is expected to grow to 2 million over the next 10 years. 


View our online video and website: 
www.iuon.org/n1 


or call toll free: 1-866-868-4720 


@ Over 126,000 applicants were denied entrance into nursing school in 2004. 
e Waiting lists for U.S. nursing schools can be as high as 1-5 years or longer. 


WHY WAIT ANY LONGER? THE TIME TO APPLY IS NOW. 
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR JANUARY AND MAY 2006 CLASSES. 


WHY SHOULD I APPLY? 

e State-of-the-art campus on the beautiful 
Caribbean island of St. Kitts. 

e Two year traditional Nursing school program 
leading to an Associate Degree in Nursing. 

e Multiple affiliations with U.S. nursing schools. 


e Students graduate from IUON and a U.S. nursing 


school 


where the clinical portion of their studies is completed. 
e Graduates are fully prepared and qualified for licensure 


in the U.S. 


e Transfer policy in effect for college students. 
e Financial aid is available for those who qualify. 


ROBERT ROSS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF NURSING, ST. KITTS 


NORTH AMERICAN ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE - 460 W. 34TH ST. NEW YORK, NY 10001 _ 
CALL TOLL FREE: 866 868-4720 . OR EMAIL: ADMISSIONS @IUON.ORG 
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Cesennt 


QUO WHUST ALONE 
QN AN CLAVATOR... 


= ra 
MY THERAPIST ALSO 
SAYS You're PRAJECTING 
ALL THE TIME, 


My THERAPIST ALSO 


MY THERAPIST Says 
SAYS You'Re BIPOLAR. 


You Have (Ssues. 


POLI GS1b6 #2 5190019 UES HELIEG OBO jalan 


i —" 
Wy THERAPIST ALSO 
Saus You SHOULD 
BE ON MEDICATION, 


MY THERAPIST ALSO 
SAYS You'es 4 CLASIC 
Manic-DEPRESSIWE, 


MY THERAPIST ALSO 
Says You'Re PARANOID 
AND DELUSIONAL, 


PL NAUNG THAT ONO 
BUEEING PROIND i aia 
ITHONT eee TENN He LGR 


“BQ PTans yo, gwUs PES 


Woe YORE 
GANG OUT 
OF Tut 


Send SS YUR LUTLE Nics I} 


IND SPINS 4) 4 
1t0R REFINDI 


Keet€@ kKehomad es.com Hall Yea, ighT... 


A College Girl Named Joe by Aaron Warner 


OH, NO... 


SURPRISED 


DON’T TELL ME... LDON’T KNOW. 
L JUST HAD IT! LUUST UAT ITA | STOLE MY AFTER THKEE 
MINUTE AGO! YEARS ON 


CAMPUS YOU 
STILL HAD 
ONE THAT 

WORKS! 


www. AmazingAaronArt.com 


BY BILLY O'KEEFE www. MRBILLY.COM 


ISN'T IT WEIRD THAT MEL PSSH. AND THERE'S YOUR 
HAS BEEN EARTH S 


fife 


PEOPLE PROBABLY ASSUME 
IT'S A BIRTH DEFECT AND 
ls] LOOK AWAY OR SOMETHING. 


P YES. WE SHOULD rT: x ¥ s 
JUST POINT AND STARE }y beep 3 WHAT THE—THAT'S MY Yo 
AND YELL LIKE YOU DO. {5 (COFFEE, YOU SCHMUCK//| 


| THING Ts, You Lake YouR 

| |NEuRoSES, PS\cHoTHERAPY 
WONT WoRK FoR You BEchiSe You | 
DON'T WANT IT To WoRK. 


... Could I STELt Get 


A SIOBSESSED AND CRAVE YouR SoME PLLLS, THEN? 


OWN, INDIVIDUAL FoLFLLLMENT, 


7 
MY THERAPIST ALSO 
SAYS You'RE Id MAR 


DENIAL, 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Shear 
5 Cranberries site 
8 Revolutionary 
Villa 
14 Make a hole 
15 Ram’s mate 
16 Worshiper 
17 Boo-sayer 
19 Indian 
instruments 
20 Large pot 
21 Regarding 
23 Talk baby talk 
24 Made bovine 
noises 
27 Chimney ducts 
28 Writer Follett 
29 “Ain't She 
Sweet?” 
songwriter 
30 Wait patiently 
31 Lippiness 
32 Evidence 
desperation 
36 Episodic show 
37 Illegal activities 
40 Simultaneously 
44 Undersized 
46 Speak roughly 
47 Hint for Holmes 
48 Terminate 
49 Europe-Asia 
boundary 
51 Karpov’s game 
52 Tenth mo. 
53 Miguel’s coin 
54 For instance 
55 Gratify 
57 Formal topper 
62 Packed in 
63 Equality grp. 
64 Memorization 
method 
65 White herons 
66 Infraction of the 
faithful 
67 Exploit 


DOWN 
1 TV network 
2 Plat section 
3 Tax deferral 
letters 
4 Cussedness 
5 Waist looper 
6 Be obligated 
7 Ford and 
McRaney 


All rights reserved. 


8 Costume 
jewelry 
9 Tijuana ta-ta 

10 Slangy 
contradiction 

11 Begin to grin 

12 Long 
sandwiches 

13 Bean and 
Welles 

18 Abe’s boy 

22 Mutton fat 

24 Response times 

25 Fairy-tale fiend 

26 Damage from 
use 

27 Tailor’s concern 

30 Criticize harshly 

31 Train assembly 
point 

33 Favorite 

34 B.C. cops 

35 Exist 

38 Cassowary kin 

39 Understands 

41 Time periods 

42 Oater bars 

43 Nincompoop 


BUT YouR THERAPIST 
DOEsn'T EVEN KNOW ME, 


I'm TAG ABOUT 
THE Lime THERAPIST 
WHO Lives In MY HEAD, 


DrieBewD MOM AD FOTOIAVIOAME SIBALY IA IWPY SOOT} O} 


) 


© 2005 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


Solutions 


yy 
i) 


[>[2[o]=[ofo| 
fo [wolfe [= fui 


s[ul<fe]<|z|o)-|ul <a 


egod 


44 Human beings 

45 Remove 
stoppages 

49 Underdog’s 
victory 


50 Marsh grow..:s 


51 Ford or Dodge 


[ax | < | 
[]o] Bolo [a |u] 


) 


[ofa] | 


BOE Fl 


54 Stitched 

56 Citrus cooler 

58 Hawaiian dish 

59 Garden tool 

60 Goddess of folly 

61 Slugger 
Williams 
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ARIES (March 21- 
a April 20) For the next few 
days, loved ones may pub- 
Aries licly discuss private fami- 
ly triangles, traditional 
ideas versus social creativity or a 
long-term dedication to changing 
family roles. Don't change your orig- 
inal vision: although demanding, this 
is a positive time for reclaiming past 
ideals or improving emotional strate- 
gies. After Friday, romance intensi- 
fies: expect new attractions to be 
highly charged. Long-term friends 
may challenge your romantic choic- 
es: remain quietly diplomatic. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Previously shy or 
withdrawn friends may 
now discuss deeply per- 
sonal issues. Declarations of love, 
private romantic promises or family 
disruptions are highlighted over the 
next 12 days. Remain cautious but do 
encourage others to find balance with 
intense emotions: this is not the right 
time to offer an extra effort or act as 
social mediator. Thursday through 
Sunday, a close relative may request 
special financial assistance. Stay 
alert: hidden information will prove 
costly. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

Tl June 21) Group social 
dynamics may this week 

Gemint may be dramatic or emo- 
tionally restless. After 
Monday, expect the previously with- 
held criticisms of new friends to 
finally be expressed. Rely on humor 
and witty exchanges: at present, anx- 
ious companions may need distrac- 
tion. After Wednesday, a romantic 
partner or new lover may be senti- 
mental or needy. Areas strongly 


Taurus 


Slogan T-shirts sending 


affected are lost friendships, family 
disputes or past social promises. Be 
supportive: from time-to-time we all 
need attention. 


~~) ‘CANCER (June 22- 
©O- July 22) Employment or 
Cancer financial negotiations 
may soon be temporarily 

delayed. Over the next four days, 


research new solutions for unrealistic _ 


contracts. Some Cancerians may now 
need to challenge long-trusted 
employment or business methods. If 
so, expect no assistance from col- 
leagues: group opinion will now be 
silently working in your favor. 
Wednesday through Saturday, family 
members may be reluctant to partici- 
pate. Briefly postpone group celebra- 
tions: all is well. 


LN 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Family roles may be 
disrupted over the next few 
days: late Monday, expect 
loved ones to object to new opinions 
or challenge the planning of social 
events. Habitual routines may this 
week be easily derailed by pride, 
emotional indifference and social 
denial. Avoid probing questions and 
encourage loved ones to make peace 
with the past: patience and diploma- 
cy is needed. Later this week, key 
officials may announce job promo- 
tions or new assignments. Remain 
focused. 


| I) VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) Long-term romance 

Virgo may soon be a top priority. 
Early this week, a col- 

league or friend may introduce new 


wrong message? 


By PATRIK CURLEY 
Contributing Reporter 


films by 

rehashing 

“I'm part of an ever-growing trend”—At choice lines 
least, that's what my T-shirt says. On cam- On their 
chests. Case 


honoring 
their favorite 


acquaintances, controversial social 
events or rare activities. Be recep- 
tive: this is a strong time for fresh 
attractions and clearly defined emo- 
tions between potential mates. After 
Wednesday, business relationships 
may also be affected. If so, expect 
bosses and managers to propose 
highly creative group ventures. Don't 
hesitate: a leadership role will soon 
be offered. 


Q LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23) Sensuality and 
+4, romantic attraction are 
compelling over the next 
few days: after Tuesday, expect new 
relationships and sudden flirtations 
to be difficult to resist. For many 
Librans, this marks the start of sever- 
al weeks of romantic fulfillment and 
surprisingly honest communications 
in romance. Don't question the seri- 
ousness or candor of others: all is as 
it appears. Later this week, business 
wisdom and career ambition may 
arrive without warning: watch 
dreams for clues. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 

Il, Nov. 22) Yesterday's 

““ social differences will 

Score now be steadily resolved. 
After Monday, silent disapproval will 
no longer operate as a continuing 
theme in emotional or romantic trian- 
gles. Respond quickly to subtle sug- 
gestions or comments; at present, 
creative 
group pro- 
posals_ will 
bring posi- 
tive results. 
Wednesday 
through 
Saturday 


pus this year, people are being subjected via 
slogan-bearing T-shirts to opinions, catchy 
sayings and failed attempts at being witty. 
Most often, the humor is in the tradition of 
the forever popular “I'm with stupid” T- 
shirt—the kind that.can be best understood 
by the intellectually dull. 

Stores like Wal-Mart sell “clever” slo- 
gans to Americans for about $5 a shirt, 
while places like Abercrombie & Fitch take 
advantage of impressionable youths. Their 
shirts come pre-packaged with “originality” 
for just $30 apiece. 

Facing demands for the newest, hippest 
and edgiest shirts, companies are willing to 
put just about anything across buyers’ 
chests. Often, this means increased vulgari- 
ty. The shirt worn by NECC student Harry 
Guzman read “I'm horny”. Was he really? 
Do we even want to know? Other shirts of 
this nature commonly found on the NECC 
include “I'm a doctor - trust me,” and “Beer 
+ your sister = a good time.” 

Some shirts are even touching on con- 
troversial political issues such as gay mar- 
riage. A shirt worn by Crit Wilson stated 
that he supports gay marriage - “as long as 
both chicks are hot.” Other politically- 
styled shirts took shots at George W. Bush 
One of the best presidentia’ “t-o< out there 
was a shirt worn by Kelly S'.._ p.oclaiming 
that “Bush without the ‘uh...’ s just BS.” 

Movie sayings have been popping up on 
T-shirts everywhere. Youths everywhere are 


in point: The 
Napoleon 
Dynamite- 
inspired 
“Vote — for 


Pied ab KRT photo} - 
shirt. Is Is this funny? 

this funny? 

Witentst) .; 


maybe it is if you saw the movie. 

Cheesy pick-up lines are horrible com- 
ing from that gross guy at the bar. So 
wouldn't it be even worse to put them on 
your chest? For many. young women, 
apparently not. On Sept. 19, over a dozen 
were seen wearing T-shirts featuring these 
lines. When asked about how they felt 
about men having an excuse to stare at their 
chests, most girls said, 'I don't mind, as long 
as the guys are hot.’ So, all you ugly guys 
beware. You might get a red cheek for a 
quick read 

The award for worst shirt-saying on the 
NECC grounds goes to Lee Lavoie, whose 
T-shirt stated that “The little men who live 
behind my eyes and scream directly at my 
brain told me to say hello.” Lavoie said that 
the shirt was “funny at the time.” What does 
this shirt really say about the wearer? 
Maybe that he just escaped from an insane 
asylum? 

If you must buy slogan T-shirts, please - 
avoid this type at all costs. 


Open House V5 


accent complex business relation- 
ships, minor workplace power strug- 
gles and outstanding debts. Speak 


your mind 
SAGITTARIUS 


x (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Sports, 


SagittarinseXercise or outdoor activ- 
ities will have a strong 


appeal over the next 12 days. For 


many Sagittarians, a brief period of 


low energy and nagging work con- 
cerns is now ending: expect health, 
fitness and romantic attraction to dra- 
matically improve. After mid-week, 
a social invitation or romantic pro- 
posal may be unusually vague: at 
present, friends and lovers are lack- 
ing confidence or feeling isolated. 
Offer a warm response and expect 


minor delays: all is well. 
oO CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Proposed love 
Capricorn affairs may this week cre- 
ate unexpected social 
complications. Unusual or inappro- 
priate flirtations may be a strong con- 
cern over the next two weeks. Set 
firm boundaries and expect others to 
respect your wishes. Tuesday 
through Friday, carefully study new 
legal paperwork and financial strate- 
gies. In the coming weeks, loved 
ones may need continual reassurance 
concerning long-term debt, large 
investments or new partnerships: 


5 


on. aown 


Saturday, October 22nd 


Doors open and check-in begins at 8am. 


ee 


na 


Reserve your spot: 


www.umb.edu/openhouse 


era 617.287.6000 


don't disappoint. 


WAY AQUARIUS — (Jan. 
¥ 21-Feb. 19) Hidden 
Aquarius workplace agendas and 
rare business tactics may 
this week strain key relationships. 
After Monday, expect both col- 
leagues and managers to avoid direct 
questions or withhold important 
facts. Don't be derailed: in the com- 
ing weeks all of this will work in 
your favor. Do, however, carefully 
watch financial promises and pay- 
ment amounts. After mid-week, 
search out old friends and new social 
circles. Emotional change will bring 
refreshing clarity: remain open. 


H PISCES (Feb. 20- 
é March 20) Social 
Pisces’ expansion will soon be a 
continuing theme. Over 
the next 12 days, expect close rela- 
tives or romantic partners to intro- 
duce new friendships or unique 
forms of entertainment. Change is 
healthy and will inspire a strong 
respect for group relations: stay open 
to positive suggestions. Wednesday 
through Saturday, business opportu- 
nities from approximately seven 
months ago may reappear. Check 
facts, dates and amounts thoroughly: 
reliable paperwork will prove invalu- 
able. 


lee 
* 
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Meet the new style editor 


Can a former fashion 
victim tell you what 
not to wear? 


By MELISSA CARON 
Style Editor 


Allow me to introduce myself. I 
am in my second semester as a writ- 
ing major here at Northern Essex 
Community College. It took me sev- 
eral years of tuning pianos and plant- 
ing seedlings at greenhouses to real- 
ize that I don't even like working 
with my hands—that my real love is 
words. I plan to be a copy editor or a 
college English teacher one day. 

Since I am going to be the style 
editor, it seems logical that I should 
talk a little bit about my personal 
style. 

I have always been a bit of an 
idealist. I see the ugliness in the 
world and, while I know it is unlike- 
ly to change, I hold onto the hope 
that it will. In high school, I thought 
that having those ideals meant that I 
had to identify myself with the “hip- 
pie-nouveau” crowd. Therefore, 
photos of me as a high school senior 
show me proudly wearing long cali- 
co skirts, thrift store sweaters, and 
yes, Birkenstock sandals with socks. 

I remember fighting with 
my mother when she suggested that I 
try a little makeup, proclaiming, 


“The flowers 
don't need 
makeup to be 
beautiful, so 
why — should 
1?!2” Well- 
meaning 
friends sug- 
gested that my 
waist-length 
hair was start- 
ing to look 
more than a 
ads Og a Oe Lge 
unhealthy 
from my veg- 
etarian diet 
and years of 
neglected 
trimmings. 
But “hippies” 
were sup- 
posed to have 
long hair. So I 
kept it long. 

Therefore, 
you may ask: 
Is a person 
with such a 
history of 
crimes of 
fashion qualified to report on style? 
A fair question. 

In the years since high school, I 
have come to an important realiza- 
tion: Whether we like it or not, we 
are judged by the clothes we wear. 
Ripped-up jeans and homemade 
poet's shirts may be all right for a 
piano tuner or a greenhouse worker. 


to Pace University. 


Learn more 


ei 


p> 


A person who is seeking a measure of 
respect in the professional world, 
however, has to take a bit more pride 
in her appearance. 

It was always important to me to 
enhance the beauty of the world. So 
why shouldn't I enhance my own 
beauty? I've discovered the wonders 
of hair dye and makeup, of funky 


LEARN WHY YOU SHOULD 


Today | am fit to go out in public. 


jewelry and well-cut jeans. I see that 
there is a way to express personal 
style while still flattering my good 
features and hiding my bad ones. 

I am thrilled to be the new style 
editor of the NECC Observer. 

Just please forgive me if I still 
wear my Birkenstocks from time to 
time. 


Pictured above and 
below in my previous 
hippie-chick glory. 


TRANSFER TO PACE UNIVERSITY 


Simple Transfer Credit Program: 


Pace will accept a maximum of 68 credits from accredited two-year colleges. 


Outstanding Scholarship Opportunities: 

Our prestigious Deans’ Scholarship program offers qualified 
students awards up to $9,000 per year, Due to limited funds, 
we encourage you to apply as soon as passible 


Over 80 Majors In The Following Areas: 


* Business 


* Computer Science 


* Education 


* Information Systems * Liberal Arts & Sciences * Nursing 


Outstanding Cooperative Education Program: 


Pace offers one of the largest, most successful Cooperative Education 
programs in the New York City metropolitan area. Last year over 90D 


undergraduate students earned income and significant work experience 
in corporations, government, and non-profit organization. 


Guaranteed Tuition 


We guarantee that your tuition will not increase for ap to five years, 
as long as you remain registered full-time. 


RACE 


UNIVERSITY 
A New York Success Story 


For more information, www.pace.edu or call 1-800-874-PACE ext A13 
New York * White Plains * Pleasantville/Briarcliff * Hudson Valley 
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There’s a new sheriff in town 


Tony Staffiere named 
new women & 


basketball coach 


By TOM WHALEN 
Contributing Reporter 


Northern Essex Community 
College has acquired a new Head 
Coach for the woman’s basketball 
team. Coach Tony Staffiere, the 
newest member of the Sport and 
Fitness team, brings a wealth of bas- 
ketball knowledge with him and is 
determined to teach his athletes the 
finer points of basketball and good 
sportsmanship. 

Born in 1975 in Pottsdam, New 
York, Coach Staffiere was immersed 
into sports at a very young age, as 
his father was an athlete and a high 
school level coach. 

He cannot remember a time 
when he was not around sports, at 
least basketball. Of all the sports he 
played, basketball was his favorite. 

“I really enjoy the game on all 
levels. There wasn’t a time of year 
that I did not enjoy watching it,” 
said Staffiere. 


From a young age, he loved to 
travel, meet people and study at bas- 
ketball camps across the country, a 
hobby he is still active in today. 

An undergraduate at 
Westfield State College with a 
major in Mass 
Communications, Staffiere had 
to decide between sports writ- 
ing and coaching. He decided to 
do both. He then attended 
LeMoyne College in Syracuse, 
N.Y. and received his masters of 
education. He also writes for 
The Maine Roundball on-line 
magazine where you will find 
his weekly commentaries and 
contributed articles specific to 
coaching, scouting and recruit- 
ing. 

Since then, Staffiere has 
held assistant men’s basketball 
coach at Maine Maritime 
Academy, assistant women’s 
basketball coach at LeMoyne 
College, assistant men’s basket- 
ball coach at Onondaga com- 
munity college, of Syracuse. 


in that person, as a human being,” 
said Staffiere. “It’s more important 
for them to function in society than 


Ryan McAskill photo 
Finally, head coach of New coach Tony Staffiere is ready to lead 


women’s basketball at Regis the Knights back to the top. 


College in Weston, Mass, 
where he also taught classes in 
sports sociology and fitness. 


“The most effective way of 


teaching is to take a general interest 


how many baskets they can score.” 
Along with organizational skills, 
sportsmanship, and teamwork, an 


athlete will also gain responsibility 


and personal accountability. 

“If you’re not accountable for 
your actions 24 hours a day, then 
you're not going to 
be successful,” said 
Staffiere. “A coach 
needs to care about 
their players, treat 
them with respect 
and hopefully they 
in turn will trust you 
and show you 
respect.” 

He says building 
a trust with the ath- 
letes you see every- 
day is the rewarding 
part of coaching. 

According to 
Staffiere, there 
needs to be a bal- 
ance of offense and 
defense for a team to 
be effective, and 
every player must 
know their function 
on the court. There 
is a lot of prepara- 
tion before teams 
actually meet face 
to face. 

This is the point where he 
searches for weaknesses the oppos- 
ing teams may carry. 

“If I find a weakness that the 


other team might display, either on 
tape, word of mouth or I just know, 
I want to just keep attacking that 
weakness. If it’s a person or if it’s a 
play, whatever, I want to continue to 
attack that weakness,” said 
Staffiere. 

Intent on doing the best he can? 
Yes. If it sounds like Staffiere will 
do anything to win, you are wrong. 

Winning has a different meaning 
for the coach. Winning is bonding 
with his athletes, seeing them learn 
and move on to brighter horizons. 
According to Staffiere, winning is 
achieving a genuine love and 
respect between player and coach 
and coach and player. 

The women’s basketball team 
won the Mass. State Championships 
three years ago, and the state, 
regional and national champi- 
onships the year before that. Last 
year was a difficult season due to a 
decline in the team membership. 

Although Staffiere has just 
enough women to start the games, 
he said there is always room for 
more athletes to fill in the roster. 

With opening day looming 
ahead on Nov. 8, there is still plenty 
of time for women athletes to join in 
the practices, which started two 
weeks ago, and find out what athlet- 
ics can do for you. 


Athletes honored as 2004-2005 
Academic All-Americans 


Three NECC athletes 
receive honor by 
NJCAA 


By RYAN MCASKILL 


Sports Editor 
It takes 
more than just 
raw athletic 
ability to 


become a top 
colligate ath- 
lete. It also 
takes determi- 


nation, _ heart 
and intelli- 
gence. Three 


Northern Essex Knights where hon- 
ored by the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) and 
named Academic All-Americans. 

Paul Nartiff, Amanda Knowles 
and Joel Caron were all notified of 
their honor last week. 

There are three major require- 
ments that an athlete meet in order be 


considered for the Academic All- 
American award. 

First, all athletes must have com- 
pleted three or four semesters of col- 
lege work. 
Second, all ath- 
letes must have 
participated in at 
least one season 
at the 
level at the col- 
lege from which 
he/she is nomi- 
Finally, 
all students must 


varsity 


nated 


have a cumula- 
tive grade point 
average of 3.6 or 
better on a 4.0 
45 
semester hours 
60-quarter 


scale for 


or 


these criteria. Along with a copy of 


the athlete’s transcript, a photo of all 
Distinguished nominees is sent in. 
Nartiff, a basketball stand out, 


hours. AGPAof Q5 NJCAA Academic All-Americans. 


3.8 or better is 
considered =a 
Distinguished 
American. 
Athletic director Sue MacAvoy 
then nominates any athlete who fits 


Academic All- 


was named a Distinguished 
Academic All- American. He is the 
only recipient who is currently 
enrolled at Northern Essex and play- 


ing for the Knights this season. Last 
season for the Knights, Nartiff was 
the team’s fourth leading scorer with 
161 total points. 


Courtesy photos 


From left, Paul Nartiff, Amanda Knowles and Joel Caron were named 2004- 


Knowles and Caron were both 
named Academic All-American. 

Knowles was one of the leaders 
of the women’s basketball team. The 


leading scorer with 427 points, 
Knowles also lead the team in assists 
with 102 and was second on the team 
in steals with 65 and third in rebounds 
with 115. She was also 
named to the all region sec- 
ond team last season. 

Caron was a stand out on 
the cross-country team last 
season. As one of the pro- 
grams solid runners, Caron 
helped the team gel as a unit. 

Aside from the great 
honor of being named as an 
Academic All-American, 
each recipient received a 
certificate and their name on 
the plaque in the Sports and 
Fitness center. Nartiff, as a 
Distinguished Academic 
All- American, will have his 
name and photo published 
in the NJCAA magazine, 
The JUCO Review. 

The Academic All- 
American award is a national award, 
All NJCAA schools have the oppor- 
tunity to nominate student-athletes 
for the award. 
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NBA’s bad boy ready for return 


Artest takes court for 
first time since last 
season § brawl 


By ALGENY MARTINEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


As the NBA preseason takes 
off, I am looking forward to watch- 


ing Ron Artest of the Indiana 
Pacers play as the same “out of 
control” player that he has gained 
his reputation on. 

Artest was welcomed back to 
the league to many boos on Tues., 
Oct. 11, as he made his first start in 
a Pacers uniform since last season. 
In his return, Artest scored eight 
points, snatched three rebounds 


and recorded three fouls in 12 min- 
utes. 

Artest is one of four Pacers 
players who was suspended last 
season for a brawl. 

The fight broke out at The 
Palace at Auburn Hills in Detroit 
after a fan hit him with a cup of 
beer. Artest and teammates 
Jermaine O’Neal and Stephen 


Jackson rushed the stands and 
fought a few fans. 

All of the players received sus- 
pensions but Artest was suspended 
for the remainer of the 82 game 
season and the playoffs. 

“I’m going to continue playing 
hard and out of control, like a wild 
animal that needs to be caged in. 
I'll let the referees handle it,” said 


Ron Artest before his preseason 
opener versus the New Jersey Nets. 

After missing the hardest 
working basketball player for one 
whole season I know that the NBA 
will be more enjoying once the 
“Bad Boy” of basketball becomes a 
regular player in the Pacers lineup. 
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Volleyball captures region 


Knights earn title 
in final match of 
the season 


By RyAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Last season, the Knights vol- 
leyball team did not have enough 
players to field a team. This sea- 
son, they stand on top of the region 
as champions. 

For the first time in school his- 
tory, the Northern Essex volleyball 
team hoisted the Region XXI 


championship plaque on Saturday, 
Oct. 15. The championship rested 
on the final game of the season as 
the Knights hosted regional rival 
Holyoke Community College in a 
best of three match. 

The Knights came out swinging 
and beat the Cougars in two 
straight games, 30-14 and 30-22. 

In the first game Carol Delaney 
(Plaistow) got into a groove, serv- 
ing 10 straight points. Heather 
Fritz (North Hampton) was a men- 
ace around the net, recording eight 
blocks and five kills. 

Not to be out-done, Co-captains 
Mary Peralta (Lawrence) and Katie 


Cantey pleas 
From left, coach Jen Belcher, Heather Fritz, Katie Surette, 
Amanda Jankowski, Carol Delaney, Elia Nieves and head coach 
Sue MacAvoy show off the Region XXI championship plaque. 


Surette (Haverhill) got into the act. 
Peralta notched 14 assists and 
Surette added 12 digs. 

The second game saw a differ- 
ent group of Knights step up and 
lead the team. Amanda Jankowski 
(Methuen) and Elia Nieves of 
(Lawrence) were responsible for 
serving 17 of the 30 points. Both 
notched four aces a piece. 

Fritz continued her aggressive- 
ness at the net adding three blocks 
and seven kills. Delaney and 
Surette each posted eight kills and 
Peralta had 13 assists. 

“I knew going into the season 
that we had a chance to be compet- 
itive,” said head coach 
Sue MacAvoy. “We 
had the talent it was 
just a matter of getting 
that talent to gel as a 
team.” 

The Knights ended 
the season undefeated 
in the region posting a 
3-0 record, 4-6 overall. 
That sub .500 recorded 
overall will cost the 
Knights an opportunity 
to play for the district 
championship. 

“Our record is a lit- 
tle deceiving,” said 
MacAvoy. “All of our 
losses came against 
school like Hesser and 
Trinity that house four 
year programs and 
most of those teams 
have been playing 


Yanks and Sox end 
October early 


Deserving teams 
move on in quest 
for series 


By JAY COOREY 
Contributing Reporter 


No Yankees, no Sox, and no 
dynasty or destiny will take place 
this October. This year will be a 
year in which blown up payrolls and 

_ underachievers will take a seat and 
watch the four most deserving clubs 
move on to fight for October’s ulti- 
mate prize with grit and, oh yeah, 
pitching too. 

While last year was an exception 
to the rule with sheer magic and a 
Hollywood-like ending, The Sox and 
Yanks have fought over who will 
have the biggest payroll and most 
home runs come October. The 
Yankees beat that, yanking $208 
million from George Steinbrenner, 
while the Sox combined for a distant 
$121 million, yet still second in the 
league. 

So what do the Angels, White 
Sox, Astros, and Cardinals have on 
their payrolls that Boston and New 
York don’t? They have a mix of 
pitching, offense and a bullpen for 
under $100 million on each team. 
Each of these teams played their guts 


out this year in search of a champi- 
onship, while the Yanks and Sox just 
slugged their ways to offense-filled 
wins against a weak division, only to 
lose 2-1 games like it was their job. 

It is no coincidence that the only 
team with a payroll of over $100 
million bucks has won a World 
Series, as Boston accomplished that 
last year. That team just had a dif- 
ferent feel, having a stacked lineup, 
but also great pitchers in Pedro 
Martinez and a somewhat healthy 
Curt Schilling. The winter brought a 
hangover that affected the decision 
of the front-office to let Pedro 
Martinez and Derek Lowe go and go 
after 40-something David Wells, 
injury plagued Wade Miller, along 
with inconsistent Matt “Has lots of 
potential” Clement to fill the holes 
with air. 

So we’re left with the White 
Sox, Angels, Astros, and Cardinals. 
Their ownership didn’t go after old 
players like Wells, or overrated play- 
ers like Carl Pavano. They stacked 
their lineups and pitching staffs with 
players who fly under the radar, like 
White Sox offensive catalyst Scott 
Podsednik and underrated catcher 
A.J. Pierzynski. Players. like them 
and others you would not recognize 
on the street (ie. Anaheim’s. Chone 
Figgins, American League stolen 
base champ) did a million little 
things to put them on top and dis- 


tance themselves from the contract- 
stuffing teams. 

Boston laid down in being swept 
by Chicago and thus ending their 
title defense, and while New York 
played out to a decisive five games, 
they too crumbled under their mas- 
sive wallets. Alex Rodriguez, my 
personal choice to win MVP...run- 
ner up, hit just .133 (2-15) with no 
Tuns batted in during the Division 
Series against the Angels. 

“IT played like a dog for five 
days,” Admitted Rodriguez, who 
grounded into a crucial double play 
in the ninth inning of game five as 
the tying runner. 

It’s only right that these teams 
make it, and show us the value of a 
suicide squeeze, a stolen base, a sac- 
rifice fly, and a great one-run pitch- 
er’s duel. So go ahead Chicago, win 
the first World Series for Chicago 
since 1917, or Houston can go ahead 
and break their playoff curse (1-7 
all-time in playoff series’). October 
magic won’t happen this year, but 
rather October baseball. Boston will 
always have 2004, New York will 
have the ‘90’s, but until both teams 
make more use of youth, both teams 
will have to give way to these 
younger, more deserving teams and 
climb from the rubble of money to 
recapture the spark that made them 
successful. 


together on the court for that long. 
Our team has only been together as 
a unit for two months. We domi- 
nated the schools with the four year 
programs.” 

Looking to get a jump on the 
season early and defend their title, 
the Knights will engage in a spring 
scrimmage season, much like the 
one that the baseball. team partici- 
pates in during the fall down sea- 
son. 

“The girls want to play and the 
spring scrimmage season is a per- 
fect way to keep them game ready,” 
said MacAvoy. Co-captain Katie 
Surette will not be with the volley- 
ball team in the spring because she 
will be a member of the track and 


title 


field team. 

In unknown territory, the 
Knights will return next’ season 
with most of the 2005 roster next 
year. Alicia Noury should be back 
after a broken hand cost her the fall 
2005 season. Only co-captain Mary 
Peralta will not be a Knight next 
season because she has already 
used up her two years of eligibility. 

Recruiting is already underway 
for next year’s class of new ath- 
letes. If that class is anything like 
the diamond filled group of this 
season then the volleyball team has 
a bright future on top of region 
XXI. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) Which popular television series 
did former Miami Dolphins running 
back Larry Csonka host from 


1990-93? 


2.) Pro Football Hall of Famer 
Johnny Unitas is known for what 
Joe DiMaggio-like passing 


record? 


3.) Which two former All-Star 
baseball players reached the 
3,000-hit plateau on consecutive 


days in 1999? 


4.) In 1945, St. Louis Browns out- 
fielder Pete Gray played with what 
handicap in the major leagues? 


5.) | was the first American-born 
player to win the NHL's Conn 
Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP in 


1994. Who am |? 
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NECC NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ALCOHOL AWARENESS 


WEEK ACTIVITIES 


“Prime For Life” 
A presentation on reducing risky decisions regarding alcohol. 
Presented by Tim Lena, Student Assistant Coordinator, Timberlane High School 
Date: Monday, October 17th 
Time: 10-11 am 
Location: Lecture Hall A, Haverhill Campus 
Or 

Date: Thursday, October 20th 

4-5 pm 

Sport & Fitness Center Gymeeen 

" aCampus 


“It Starts With Your Decisions” 


Making Wise Choices about Alcohol 
Free Mocktails, Educational Games and Prizes 
Monday, October 17th 
 llam-1PM 
_ Spurk Bidg., Lobby, Haverhill Campus 
Or hoe THLE. 
Wednesday, October 19th Page oa 
11 am - ipm 


Location: Dimitry Bidg Atrium, Lawrence Campus 


Sponsored by the ECE College & Heath Living Unit a Division of Enrolment Management & Student Service 
and a Grant from the Department of Justice through the Governor's Highway Safety Bureau 


Te request a sign language interpreter, please call (978) 556-3897 (V/TTY) 


